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Consumers’ Research Bulletin 


OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


HEN the various committees of distinguished 
scientists who have been given the task of evalu 
ating the tests made by the National Bureau of Stand 
ards on the battery “rejuvenator’’ AD-X2 bring in 
their reports, we shall no doubt have a clearer picture 
of a scientific dispute that will be the talk of the 
century The attempt of a salesman for a storage 
battery “‘rejuvenator’’ to discredit the scientific tind 
ings, test methods, the prestige and integrity of the 
National Bureau of Standards by his aggressive tech 
niques which relied chi fly ona large volume ol testi 
monials is so audacious in concept and was so nearly 
successful that it will undoubtedly receive the attention 
of scientists and researchers lor years to come 
Battery additives, consisting essentially of Epsom 
and Glauber's salts, have been the subject of study for 
more than a quarter of a century by the National 
Bureau of Standards. The product AD-X2, previously 
known as Protecto-Charge, put out by Pioneers, Incor 
porated, of which the president is one Jess M. Ritchie, 
was marketed in 1948 
for AD-X2, Ritchie decided to secure some scien 
tific advice and engaged as consultant Dr. Merle Ran 
dall, a chemist who was then Emeritus Professor of 
Physical Chemistry of the University of California. In 
the spring of 1949, according to printed publicity for 
the product, Dr. Randall presented a paper before 
a meeting of the American Chemical Society in San 
Francisco concerning the chemical reactions in lead 
storage batteries and the prevention ol sulfation of 
battery plates by the battery additive. It is interesting 
to note that the paper was not accepted lor public ation 
in the official journal of the American Chemical Society 
(A paper which discusses a proprietary product with 
out revealing its composition and measured properties 
is not acceptable for publication in the journals of pro 
fessional and scientific societies 
The fact that a chemist in a university position had 
delivered a paper on the subject of AD-X2 bv name 
before the American Chemical Society was widely cit 
culated by Ritchie as indicating that some scientifi 
respectability had been achieved by his particular 
Glauber’s salt-Epsom salt battery preparation. Ritchie's 
major promotion technique was the use of a growing 
pile of testimonials, which in number must compare 
favorably with those for the venerable Lydia Ek. Pink- 
(Continued on page 30) 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


THE NEW VINYL PLASTIC FLOOR COVERINGS have a hard, bright finish, and 
their manufacturers claim that waxing is not necessary “to improve their 
appearance or protect them from excessive wear." According to one maga- 
zine, the manufacturers and distributors of floor waxes are considerably 
disturbed over the likelihood that, in the course of time, waxing floors 
may be discontinued altogether As the journal points out, however, floor- 
ing that is customarily waxed, such as wood, rubber, tile, and linoleum, 
will continue to be in wide use for many years 


* >. * 


CAMERAS marked "Made in Soviet-—Occupied Germany" will no doubt be seen 
in various stores, if the inquisitive consumer looks carefully for the 
country of origin label. The Customs Bureau has ruled that beginning 
June 4, 1953, all dutiable goods from East Germany shall be so marked The 
principal cameras imported from East Germany are the Exakta, Exa, Primar- 
flex, Master Reflex, Praktica, Praktiflex, Pentacon, Contax S, and Contax 
D According to the New York Times, importers and dealers expect a sharp 
drop in sales of cameras of Eastern-Zone origin when the new labeling regu- 
lation becomes effective 

* > I 

THAT OLD FAVORITE FOR MOTH PREVENTION TREATMENTS, paradichlorobenzene, 
has also been found effective in preventing mildew damage, under certain 
conditions (as was reported in CR’s Bulletin for June 1951) Tests recent- 
ly reported by R. S. Shumard of Monsanto Chemical Co., in Soap & Sanitary 
Chemicals, confirm CR’s observations and indicate that this chemical in the 
proper concentration to produce a substantially saturated atmosphere not 
only provides protection against moth damage but prevents mildew as well 
It is especially important to place the chemical in such position that the 
vapors can seep downward, for they are heavier than air and hence will not 
rise if placed in the bottom of a garment container, for example Present 
investigation indicated that "para" is relatively harmless to wearing ap- 
parel, although it is not entirely certain that it can be safely used with 
some of the newer synthetics and plastics Its vapors should not, however, 
be breathed any longer than necessary, and treated garments should be well 
aired, outdoors, before use. 

. > * 

SUIT CLUBS that were held last year to be subject to gambling taxes 
are now exempt. The Revenue Bureau, in a new ruling announced early this 
year, has reversed itself and has held that legitimate "merchandise clubs" 
are not subject to the federal taxes on gambling On the subject of men’s 
suits, it is worth noting that prices are expected to be at least $3 higher 
this fall owing to the pay boost granted the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
Union this past spring. 

* > > 

REPELLENTS FOR MOSQUITOES, FLIES, GNATS, and other insects are now 
available that really help keep the bugs away, reports the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Look for the name of the chemical on the particular brand 
that you are planning to buy Among the chemicals that the U.S.D.A. has 
found to be most effective are: dimethyl carbate, dimethyl phthalate, ethyl- 
hexanediol, and indalone. These substances have little odor and provide 
protection for several hours, although it should be kept in mind that they 
do not kill insects, but merely repel them The repellents con- 
taining these chemicals are most effective when rubbed on the skin and are 
considered safe by the U.S.D.A. except where there are skin abrasions or on 
sensitive spots, like the eyelids They are best applied only sparingly to 
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the forehead. They may stain clothing and may damage rayon or nylon, 
plastics, paints, and fingernail lacquer. 


* * 


THERE IS GROWING CRITICISM BY WOMEN of the difficulty they have in 
washing and ironing clothes made of many types of rayon (no doubt, acetate 
also), according to Charlotte Montgomery, of Tide magazine. Perhaps this 
is as good a reason as any to account for the pleased reports from the 
annual meeting of the American Cotton Manufacturers Institute that a great- 
er percentage of men’s sport shirts is being made of cotton, and there has 
been an increase generally in the use of cotton for casual and sports 
clothing. 
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EATING TOO MUCH OF SOME PARTICULAR FOOD has a tendency to produce 
sensitization that will make the consumer unhappy every time he partakes 

of the same food thereafter. Dr. Walter C. Alvarez, eminent allergy spe- 
cialist, has pointed out in a letter to the Journal of the American Medical 
Association that people who have been known to drink a quart of milk a day 
with comfort have become too sensitized to milk to drink it at all after 
they have gone on a diet that called for three quarts a day. He notes that 
there are many cases in which a person’s sensitization to some food dates 
from the day when he ate too much of that particular food. 


* 
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FROZEN MEAT need not be thawed before cooking, but you must allow a 
longer time for cooking. Experts at the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment 
Station report that so far as flavor, texture, and general quality are con- 
cerned, it does not matter whether meat is allowed to thaw after being 
taken from the freezer, or is cooked frozen. It is, however, necessary to 
increase the cooking time for frozen meat by 5 to 25 minutes per pound, 
depending on the size of the piece of meat. 

* 
OVEREXPOSURE TO SUNLIGHT is customarily very damaging to the skin 
For naval personnel, it is a real hazard Writing in a medical journal, 

Or. C. D. Bell and W. F. Mazzone describe continued exposure to the sun as eS 
making the skin thin, lax, without luster, and thickened on the back of the 

neck. Other effects may include small scaling patches which in time may 

develop into hard little papules In order to prevent or mitigate the un- 
desirable and sometimes dangerous effects of sunburn, the researchers rec-— 

ommend the use of a preparation that filters out the dangerous ultraviolet 

rays and point out that para-aminobenzoic acid accomplishes this purpose 

without preventing initial reddening or subsequent tanning of the skin. 

They note that the most effective form of the chemical is its sodium salt, 

used in commercial sunburn lotions 
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CHLOROPHYLL has been tested by researchers at the University of Glas- 
gow against a variety of odors including skunks, perspiration, chopped 
onions, and garlic. The investigators reported that they could find no 
deodorant properties whatever in the sodium and copper chlorophyllins, the 
essential basis of commercial chlorophyll preparations. On the subject of 
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this report the British Medical Journal commented: "It is evident that the 
wave of credulity which has swept the United States has not overwhelmed 
everyone...." 








* * . 


THE ARTIFICIALLY HIGH PRICE OF BUTTER has boosted the sale of mar- 
garine to a figure of something like one and a third billion pounds, more 
than triple the amount sold in 1939. To complicate the position of the new Ae 
Administration in Washington, D.C., there is a prior commitment to keep the 

price of butter at 90 percent of "parity" (that has been renewed for another 

year) which has brought it to something like 68 cents a pound wholesale. 

The price of margarine, now permitted to be colored yellow in all but five 

states, is around 30 cents a pound In order to keep the price of butter 

up, the federal government has been obliged to take off the market what 


(The continuation of this section is on page 30) 
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Studebaker Land Cruiser 








Automobiles of 1953 








Comparative report on 48 cars by Consumers’ Research 


HEN is the best time of the vear to pul 

chase a new car?” is a question that 
confronts the average consumer who has about 
decided to turn in his present car. From a dé 
preciation standpoint alone, it would appear (it 
there are no personal reasons for proceeding 
otherwise) that the new car should be purchased 
as soon as possible after it has become availabk 
purchase at that time tends to make the cd 
preciation per mile a minimum. For exampk 
a 1952 model car purchased late in the model 


vear, used for 3000 miles of driving, will have 


depreciated, when the 1953 models come out, 
just about as much as a similar 1952 model pur- 
chased early in that year and used for 12,000 
miles. Thus, a person who purchased a car at 
its regular price only a month or so before the 
new models were announced, will have a car 
which will accumulate two years’ loss in turn 


value or “‘depreciation,” in a little over a yea 


This is an important consideration for those 


who turn their car in every year or so, and can 
easily result in a financial loss of $200' or more 
for a car in the Ford-Chevrolet bracket to $500 or 
more tor a high-priced car 

On the other hand, there are many who prefer, 
and we think wisely, to wait several months 
after the new model is out before buying, so that 
the manufacturer will have had a chance to 
clear up any “bugs” or faults usually present in 


the first production of a new cat laking every 


thing into consideration, CR is of the opinion 


that May, 


months in which to purchase a new car. For 


June, July are probably the best 
those not concerned with the prestige of owning 
the latest model, who intend to keep the car for 
, consider 


several years (say 4 or 5 years at least 
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Figure 1 


This graph shows the “book values” of 1951 and 1952 
Cherrolels and Buicks each month from January 195? to 
April 1953. It will be noted that the turn-in value beqins 
lo drop rapidly around Seplember and October, two or three 
months prior lo the introduction of the new models. Thus, 
in order to get the most money for the car being turned in, 
the trade should be made before the months named 


able money can be saved by waiting until the 
new models are available, then purchasing a 
brand new car Of the previous year from a dealer 
who has a considerable number of such cars on 
hand which he may sell at a reduced price to get 
back his investment 

The American consumer has been conditioned 
by forceful persuasive advertising to be a ready 
prospect for anything that seems to be new and 
different. This is done by making his present 
equipment, whether it be a car or refrigerator, 
appear to be obsolete, and generally inefficient 
and outmoded. In the automobile field, de 
signers have done this by making the current 
models look enough different from last vear's 
models to be noticeable; nevertheless, real im- 
provements, most needed in matters of safety, 
ease of entering and leaving a car, improved 
gasoline economy (except for Cadillac) are al- 
most invariably neglected. 

The resurrection of wire wheels and locating 
the spare tire out in the open in the place it 
occupied many years ago, may be an indication 
that sales managers are really having to cast 


about for new ideas to help them sell. It is t 
be hoped that, in view of the alarming highway 
death rate, designers will forget their urge for 
higher horsepower (to be discussed more fully 
later in this article) and “gadgeteering,”’ and 
direct their energies toward providing safer and 
saner designs for automobiles, designs that will 
nol be qui kly outmoded or prove to be d ids, 
and will favor safe driving and convenient serv 
icing 

Beyond [/udson's entry into the lower-priced 
held, Studebaker with its “Continental style” 
bodies, new V-8 engines in some makes, and 
increased use of power steering, there appears 
to be nothing in the 1953 crop of automobiles 
for any consumer to get excited about. On the 
other hand, those who are carried away by new 
arrangement of chrome plated Strips, by hoods 
and fenders that block the view of the road close 
to the car, and the like, will find the usual annual 
allure is present for the new-car buyer, as here 


tolore 


Engines 


Leading the field in the horsepower race is 
Cadillac with a rated brake horsepower of 210 
followed by Lincoln with 205, Buick Roadmaster 
with 188, and Chrysler V-8 and Packard with 
180. In the medium price group, the horse 
powers range from Wii//ys with 90 horsepower to 
Buick Super Dynaflow with 170. In the lower 
price ranges, the lowest horsepower Is in the 
Henry J with 68, and the highest, Pontiac 8, 
with 118 

This race for engines of higher and higher 
horse powel! should be viewed with grave concern 
by motorists, for it is bound to lead to an ever 
increasing number of highway accidents and 
fatalities. Some will be heard to argue that in 
the hands of capable drivers, cars with 180 and 
210 horsepower engines will increase safety, in 
that the rapid acceleration provided by these 
high-powered engines will enable drivers of such 
cars to get out of tight spots, in passing a car or 
truck. Overlooked, however, is the fact that 
few drivers are capable of handling cars of such 
high horsepower, for there are many drivers who 
will push the accelerator to the floor, regardless 
of the speed limit, when the highway police are 
not in evidence or expected, and regardless of 
the great hazard which is always increased by 
anything that tends to favor higher speed. Driv- 
ing at excessive speed—as the public knows 
from its own experience—is by far the most 
important cause of casualties on the road, and 
does in fact account for about 60 percent more 
deaths and injuries than the next greatest haz- 
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ard of the road (which ts not having the right of 
way Excessive speed alone accounts for about 
14,000 600,000 
Furthermore, the speed limit in most states is 


deaths and injuries a vVear 


around 50 miles per hour, a speed which even a 


car ol low horsepower can reat h quickly and 


easily maintain. Most of the highways in the 


country were not built for higher speeds; even 


the new super-highways in New Jersey and 


Pennsylvania have maximum speeds of 60 and 


70, respectively, which are reduced to as low as 


35 m.p.h. or less, when weather conditions are 
bad. Thus the only advantage these high hors« 
power cars will have is in improved acceleration 
and in the sense of power they afford the driver 
The high acceleration itself can be considered a 


doubtful advantage, considering the high cost of 


achieving it, and it will encourage many drivers 


to take dange rous chances in passing other cars 


| , . } " ; ; 
and trucks. Zhe automobile industry u do we 


fo take mimediate les imil the may 


norsepower of 1s ver ar and trucks before 


some of the stat governments are impelled to 


step in, in the miterest ol public saiety, and ao 


the regulating by law 

Some increase in horsepower is perhaps just 
fied to take care of the extra load placed on the 
engine by such devices as automatic transmis 


sions, power steering, power brakes, and air 


conditioning, but the recent horsepower increases 
on a number of cars are a good deal greater than 


are warranted by any valid considerations 


12-Volt Electrical Systems 


With the 


modern cars, 


ever-increasing electrical load on 
stepped up approximately thre 
times in the past 25 years, design engineers have 
turned to 12-volt svstems as a solution for some 
of their difficulties In cars with high com- 
pression ratios, the 6-volt system did not provide 
adequate voltage for ignition, or high enough 
cranking speed for the starter, with today’s big 
engines lwelve-volt systems should correct 
these difficulties without any very great increase 
in the size of the battery or generator 

\ 12-volt, 70-ampere-hour battery has almost 
x0 percent greater energy-storage capecity than 
a 6-volt, 110-ampere-hour battery and should 
have about the same life as a 6-volt battery of 
comparable quality Che main disadvantage of 
the 12-volt system is its effect on lighting lo 
provide the same light output, the wire in the 
lamp must be greatly reduced in cross-sectional 
area, and its length increased These changes 
both make the lamp filaments more fragile and 
less resistant to vibration, and the lighting eft 


ciency is not quite as good as with 6-volt bulbs 


Actually, 12-volt systems are not new, but a 
revival of an old practice, for they were used 
many years ago on such cars as the Lecomobile, 
earns, and Dodge, and are in almost universal 


use on European cars 


Automatic Transmissions 


According to the trade press, the various self 
acting transmissions are gaining steadily increas 
ing popularity, but it is a debatable point, 
whether this is because the public really wants 


automatic transmissions or because the manu 


lacturers are equipping more of their cars with 
them and are relying on their salesmen to con 
vince the consumer that this complicated and 
expensive cle vice 1s really necessa&ry and in every 
way advantageous rhe British have not gone 
overboard for automatic transmissions, for ses 
\s pointed out by one of theu 

\utocar 
small, and the power losses in automatic trans 
about 10 ! 


efiect than with 


eral reasons 
track magazines | uropean engines are 


missions percent) have a much more 


noticeable \merican engines, 
in which the “sky seems to be the limit of engine 


size and power Further, automatic transmis 
sions cannot meet all requirements of certain 
road conditions, such as long mountain passes 
where performance and safety of the automat 
mechanism cannot compete with the sure tine 
driven cars with 


tried action of intelligenth 


standard transmission 


Phe point has been made, too, that automat 


transmissions enable a number of drivers to ob 
tain licenses who are unable to cope with the 
gear-shilt lever and clutch, and that such inex 
perienced drivers may well increase road hazards 
Il ydra- Matic is now 
the most widely used automatic transmission 


ac, Iludson, Kaiser, Lin 


Pontiac On the 


for themselves and others 


it is available on Cadi 
coln, Nash, Oldsmobile, and 
Oldsmobile, the quadrant showing the range in 
which the transmission is operating has been 
instrument 


While this 


ata glance, al night, 


moved trom the wheel post to the 
panel and is operated electrically 

enables the driver to se 
that he is in the desired range, it appears to be a 
needless complication to an already complex 
mechanism and is considered not as reliable as 
the former simple mechanical arrangement. On 
one car tested, the indicator was out ol adjust 


Super Drive 


ment and pointed to the position 


when the transmission was actually in the ‘‘Low 
range 


The most significant improvem nt this vear 18 


modifications in the design of the Powerglide 


transmission used on the Chevrolet. The changes 
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consist of a larger, more efficient, 3-element 
torque converter and an automatically-selected 
1.82 to 1) in the drive range. When 


the car starts from rest in the drive position, the 


low ratio 


transmission is in the low ratio and changes to 
direct drive (1 to 1 ratio) at car speeds of from 
10 to 40 m.p.h., 
the accelerator pedal 
from direct drive to the lower ratio (at 


depending upon the position of 
The driver can also “‘kick 
down” 
speeds up to about 40 m.p.h.) by depressing the 
accelerator pedal fully. The result has been an 
improvement in acceleration in the range from 
a standing start to speeds up to about 45 m.p.h 

The Dynaflow as used on Buick has also been 
improved by the use of a more efficient four-ele 
The first 


part of the unit, which has a planetary gear set, 


ment twin-turbine torque converter 


in starting provides a maximum torque multi 
plication of 2.45 to 1. 
gears become freewheeling, and 


\s the speed increases, 
the planetary 
the load is taken up by the second part of the 
unit This replaces the previous five-element 
type in which fluid-torque action alone without 
the use ol ycars provided step-up ol engine 
torque 

The Fordomatic and 
transmissions remain essentially the same as last 


Packard's Ultramatu 
year. Both are satisfactory transmissions 

The Chrysler semiautomatic transmission is 
available with or without a torque converter 
The addition of the torque converter provides 
improved performance in starting from rest and 
on hills where the increased torque available 
makes it less often necessary to ‘“‘kick down" to 
third gear Che clutch pedal must be used in 
changing from the driving range to the low range 
or to reverse. In the driving range, the change 
from third to fourth gear is made without use of 
the clutch, by lifting the foot from the accelerator 
pedal until, after a brief time lapse, the change is 
automatically made to fourth gear. The Chrys/ler 
transmissions are considered the least desirable 
of all the currently available types; they are 
also, with the Fluid-Torque feature, one of the 
most expensive. Plymouth has announced a less 
expensive version of the Chrysler transmission 
his, however, has not yet been tested by CR 
Studebaker has some desirable features not found 
in any other automatic transmissions: a “no 
creep” device which prevents forward movement 
of the car from rest (without calling for use of 
the brake), a hill-holding device to prevent the 
car from rolling back on a hill (also not calling 
for use of the brake or the feeding of additional 
gas), and a device to prevent damage to the 
transmission should the selector lever be acci- 
‘Park” position while 


dently moved into the 


the car is In motion. 
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Overdrive 


lor those who make a lot of short trips around 
own or drive in hilly country or on bad roads 
vhere the overdrive may be locked out a large 
mart of the time, the overdrive will not be a de 
sirable purchase. It can be a good investment 
from the standpoint of economy, in parts of the 
ountry where the terrain is relatively flat and 
where driving can be done at fairly high speeds 
for a large proportion of the time. Advantages 
are reduced engine speeds, quieter operation, 
better acceleration in third gear because of the 
higher numerical rear axle ratio used with over 
drive Claims for reduced engine wear should 
not be given great weight; rate of wear is not, of 
course, solely determined by engine speed Che 
disadvantage of overdrive, especially significant 
on steep or winding hills in winter, is that with 
it the car “‘treewheels” below about 25 m.p.h., 
creating a hazard because under such conditions 
there is no braking effect from the engine. Get 
ting out ol overdrive sometimes presents a prob 


lem, too, on a steep OF dangerous hill 


Power Steering 


Power steering is still an expensive luxury, 
amounting to an extra $200 above the regular 
price of a car in some instances; it is now avail 
able for several different makes of cars, and would 
appear to be well on its way to attaining a popu 
larity secondary only to automatic transmissions 
It would have particular value as an aid in park- 
ing, which has become more difficult with heavier 
cars and large, low-pressure tires. It would also 
be helpful on winding, hilly roads (such as ar 
common in West Virginia and other very hilly 
states), and also gives better control of a car in 
case of blowout. 

In general, there are three different designs 
available, two in which hydraulic means are em 
ployed for operation, and one (Studebaker) which 
uses gears driven by the engine through a V-belt 
drive While all are intended to reduce the ef 
fort required by the driver when turning the 
steering wheel of a car, the hydraulic power 
assist-steering arrangement available on all Gen- 
eral Motors’ cars from the Chevrolet to the 
have an appre iable effect 


Cadillac does not 


until after a relatively small effort has been 
exerted by the driver. Thus, the reduction in 
steering effort will be most noticed when one 
parks or takes a quick turn. General Motors 
have not reduced the steering ratio appreciably 
on cars equipped with power steering so that it is 
still necessary to turn the steering wheel several 


revolutions when turning from full right to full 





left on most GM cars; in parking, for instance, 


it is only the amount of force required to be 
applied to the wheel by the driver that is mate 
rially reduced 

Power-assisted steering as adopted by Chr slet 
on their complete line (except Dodge and P/lym- 
outh) is also hydraulically operated. It differs 
from the General Motors system, however, in 
several respects Since it assists the driver at 
all times and is not dependent upon the force 
he exerts, it reduces considerably the “road 
feel’ normally transmitted to the driver through 
the steering wheel. On Chrysler cars equipped 
with power steering, the steering ratio used is 
much less than that used on similar cars not so 
equipped, and when parking, for example, much 
less movement of the steering wheel is needed 
than with the General Motors system, for a 
corresponding movement of the front wheels of 


the « al 


Studebaker's mechanical power-sleering anil 


The power-steering system introduced for 
and Land Cruiser 
availabk 


on the Studebaker Commander 


Series and to be made later on this 
vear for use on the Champion Series is mechani 
cally actuated but functions in a manner similar 
to the General Motors unit in that it does not 
until a certain m 


actually assist the drive 


mum pull about 2 pounds has been exerted 
at the steering wheel 

The Bendix system, available for use on all 
Packard cars, is also similar in operation to the 
General Motors unit, except that in the Packard 
system the power is applied between the steering 
linkage and the pitman arm, and in the General 
Motors unit the power is applied between the 


While CR 


engineers have not driven a Packard with pow 


steering wheel and the pitman arm 


assisted steering, it is said that the Bendix svstem 
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does transmit road reaction or “‘feel’’ to the 


drive this we consider a definite advantage 
which is present only to some extent in the Gen 
eral Motors system but not nearly so evident 


in the Chrysler, as noted previously \ unit 


having similar characteristics is also available 
for the Lincoln 

All of the power-steering systems are designed 
to permit normal mechanical steering should the 


power-steering mechanism fail 


The “Autronic Eye” 


This device, available as optional equipment 


Motors’ cars 


electric cell connected to switches to dim the 


consists ol a photo 


on Crsen ral 


headlights of the car which it is installed 


when the headlight beam of anv oncoming cat 


strikes the light-sensitive cell: it has some merit 


It will not, however, solve the problem of glaring 


headlights unless an equivalent device its installed 


on the great majorit, { cars -which ts not 


likely to happen “at its present price S50 or 


unless laws ane revulations ire adopted by the 
various states which will make use of this or 
mandatory, a develop 


: 
some equivalent device 


ment which does not seem at all likel 
The Autronic E-ve device had the disadvantag« 
that it 


he adlights when it was not necessary or desirablk 


was not selective and it dimmed the 


for example, when it picked up light from street 


lamps, bright roadside signs, et« The driver 
however, could prevent the headlights trom dim 
ming in such circumstances by holding a special 
floor button down with his foot the usual floor 


button for switching the lights to the passing 
beam was also present 

This additional control may be a necessity 
at least in the present stage ol development ol 


the Autronv Ieve. but it idds one more thing to 


divert the driver's attention which is, of course 
undesirabl It may therefore be no net gain 
to the driver in thickly settled and urban coun 
trv, and ma\ add enough to the probl ms of the 
than 


driver in lighted areas to increase rather 


i 


decrease the proble m ol driving 


Tinted Glass 


The tinted glass now 


available on most cars 


as extra equipment ts not in ¢ R's opinion a de 


sirable addition to an automobile, because it re- 


duces visibility of objects when one is driving 
at night Glaring headlights of oncoming cars 
are considered to % the most danger 
especially if bad 


ous incidents of night driving, 
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weather or when the road is narrow or its sur- 
face unfavorable. If the light-transmitting qual- 
ities of the windshield glass should be reduced 
sufficiently to decrease effectively the glare from 
automobile headlights at night, the effect would 
be to reduce the degree of visibility of objects 
and obstacles along the highway: thus the visi- 
bilities of all objects which are only dimly visible 
at night would be reduced still further and many 
objects would thus be brought below the thresh- 
old of perception It must be borne in mind 
that many accidents are caused by a deficiency 
in visibility which may be very slight 

The president of the New York Optometriu 
\ssociation has stated that any benefit derived 
during sunlight hours (from tinted glass wind 
shields) is defeated because of interference with 
vision at night 

One unforeseen disadvantage of tinted wind 
shields is that they are anathema to owners ol 
drive-in theaters, because they impair the quality 
of black and white pictures, make Technicolor 
unrecognizable, and render useless the Polaroid 
used for type ol three 


vlasses viewing one 


dimensional movies 


Keys 


Ihe question as to whether a single key, two 
keys, or three keys is the most desirable for an 
automobile has been a topic of great interest to 
some readers, who have expressed their disagree 
ment with a statement in the BULLETIN to the 
effect that, as a matter of convenience, we con 
sidered a single key for all locks on a car as much 
to be preferred over multiple keys. Those who 
objected claimed that two keys were essential, 
one for doors and ignition, and one for the trunk 
and glove compartment, because a single key 
meant that in garages and parking lots, where 
the ignition key had to be left with the attendant, 
the single key would give access to the glove 
compartment and trunk, and might result in 
loss of valuable articles 

With the single key, however, it is nof neces 
sary to leave the key in the ignition switch for 
the garage or parking lot attendant. The trunk 
and glove compartment can be locked, the key 
removed from the ignition and kept in the posses- 
sion of the owner, for if the key is removed after 
turning the ignition key to the unlocked “off"’ 
position, the ignition can be turned on and off 
without the key. 

Many parking lots close fairly early, and thus 
if an ignition key is left in the car which is still 
on the lot there is an obvious temptation to a 


car thief. With cars using a single kev which 


the owner has retained, the attendant, on leav- 
ng, can lock all the doors without a key,? leaving 
he car accessible to the owner, and at the same 
ime much safer from theft 
vhich must be left unlocked and with the igni- 
tion key accessible, in its “standard place” under 


than other cars 


the mat or in the glove compartment rhe 
single key also eliminates irritating fumbling to 
find the right key for the right lock, especially 
it night 
The only disadvantage of the single key is 
that the key can be removed from the lock with 
the ignition on; thus there is a possibility of 
leaving the car, if the engine has died without 
being shut off, with the ignition on, and so run- 
With the two-key svs 


tem, the ignition kev can be removed only when 


ning down the battery 


the key is in the off position 
Whether you preter a one-key system or 
two-keyv svstem both have their advantages 
it is always advisable to carry a spare key or set 
of keys on one’s person, perhaps in the mone 
walk t, sex ured with adhesive tape against falling 
out, or in a change pocket, for the American 
\utomobile Association reports that in 1952 over 
400,000 of their drivers lost their kevs or locked 


themselves out of their cars 


Yellow Headlights, and Tinted Glasses 


Many 


vellow 


people suppose that substitution of 


lenses for the clear lenses now used 
automobile headlights would considerably 

duce the driving hazard now present at night 
due to glare from the lights of an oncoming auto 
mobile. While such a practice ts imposed by 
law in France, CR points out that it has been 
proved by measurements of visibility (as well as 
log penetration that vellow light does not pene 
trate fog better than white light, and has no 
significant value as compared with the original 
color of light from the lamp filament Vellou 
lenses merely dim the light. Reducing the glare 
by 40°, while reducing the road illumination 
by the same amount does not remove the hazard, 
but may increase it, particularly where driving 
is at high speeds (See article on log lamps in 
CR'’s March 1953 BULLETIN 


installed, should have white lenses and be belou 


Fog lamps, if 


the head lamps 
Do not use tinted eveglasses with the idea ol 


improving visibility in daytime driving; their 


On 4-door sedar 
rom the inside 
ndow moulding 
lepressing its owt 
while pushing tn t 
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use at night, with the intent to reduce headlight 
glare, is positively dangerous The Old 
the Hydra 
eral driving purt 


Additional Automobile Listings tive 


A- Oldsmobile 98. $2897 delivered N.\ Radio, $130 


uld prove to be a good family car for t heater and detroster, S80 Hivdra-Mat drive $178 





omtortable and economical transportation Pe power steering, $175 
adequate but not outstanding. Deprec ) 
> on turn-in) however, likely to be high f CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
fur , r sther r of the came malt > 
urned another car of the same make Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m.p 
actual speed was 19.7 m.p.! at 35 mop.h 44 it 
Nash Statesman Super. $2270 delivered N.Y. 50 m.p.h., 47.5; at 6 p.h., 55.4. Odometer wa 
Heater and defroster. $67: overdrive. $104: bed a imaccurate sbout 3 niles would be recorded 


reclining seats, $18.50 as 103 n 
CR’S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS Acceleration time | 
from 20 to 501% 
OO m.p.! is 





Speedometer errors: at indi d speed of 

ictual speed was 19.5 m.p.] it 35 m.p.! 
50 m.p.t 7; at 60 m.p.h., 5 Odomete 
‘ ratejabo , 100 mil would be re 
104 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions’ wit 

mal: at 30 | 19.5 m.p.e it 50 m.p.1 
nh. p.& essential } " | \ if s model 
Acceleration time tl o 1 re tio Riding comfort wa 

and moderate spx 


road at 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 
! I 6.7 m.p.2 1 erdrive 1] 


at SO mpl 


vy. in third gear 


Riding comfort was ver 


ore ifntit 


good 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
lhe car tested wa equipped with overdri 


isibility ahead « 


hat disc 

he tett tet 

away trom center lu 
factor, 4.0, about 

Bad 


Oldsmobile G&S 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
The car te ted was e lipped wit! fi | 
power steering i 
was ack juate / 
factor, 6.3 

required to 

rity wheel 

ITheowew’ ber kes worked 


w in cost a8 an extra 
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Vatw selector lever could be moved into reverse 
without lifting the shift lever; which could be danger 

ous (no safety lock provided). The selector lever is 
located in the customary position on the steering 
post, but the quadrant showing the range in whicl 
the transmission is operating has been placed on the 
instrument panel, and is operated electrically. This 
is a needless complication applied to an already com 
plex mechanism, and is not considered as reliable as 
the former mechanical arrangement indeed, on the 
car tested, the indicator pointed to ‘‘Super-Drive’ 
position when the transmission was actually in the 
“Low” range. Interior appointments and upholstet 

were considered good. Engine required use of high 


test gasoline. 


B+ 


This Hudson entry into the lower-pr ed tield is an entirely 
new car upon which definite conclusions cannot be reached 
until some experience on the road has been accumulated 
Present indications are that, if the leg room for the rear seat 
passengers could be increased by about § inches, it could, at 
4 somewhat lower price ($100-$200), provide stiff compet 
tion for Ford, Chevrolet, and Plymouth. It has good road 
ability, a sturdy chassis, adequate performance, and good 
gasoline economy 


Hudson Super-Jet. $2019 delivered N.Y <A Radio 
$100; heater and defroster, $73: overdrive, $103 
Hydra-Matic drive, $176 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 

Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m.p.! 
actual speed was 18 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 31.2; at 
50 m.p.h., 44.8; at 60 m.p.h., 53.8. Odometer was 
inaccurate by about 3° (100 miles would be recorded 
as 103 miles 





Acceleration time from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 5.4 sec. (good 
from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 10.7 sec. (good from 40 to 
60 m.p.h., 10.6 sec. (average \cceleration figures 
were obtained on a car with 3.54 to 1 rear axle ratio 
and //]ydra- Matic transmission 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions:’ at 30 m-.p.h 
25 m.p.g.; at 50 m.p.h., 20.2 m.p.g both good 


Riding comfort was good under all conditions, as wa 
the ability to take curves at moderate speeds 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

rhe car tested was equipped with Hydra- Matic drive 
which operated smoothly with no objectionable lurch, 
sometimes present in the action of hydraulic trans 
missions. Interior space in front was very good, but 
headroom in rear was just sufficient for a person of 
average height wearing a hat Leg room for rear 
seat passengers was considered inadequate. Steering 
factor, 4.1 (good). Trunk space was only fair. Car 
had excellent handling qualities; steering was posi 
tive and precise, and considered the best in the lower 
price group, better, in fact, than some of the higher 
priced cars equipped with power steering. Turning 
diameter, 35 ft. (very good Service brakes oper 
ated satisfactorily, but mechanical reserve braking 
a desirable feature of other /iudson models, was not 
used. A well constructed car whose only disadvan 
tage noticeable at this time is lack of idequat leg 


room in the rear. 


B+ 


considered a good car bu 
n view of the Cadilla 


Lincoln Capri Hard Top. $3978 delivered N.Y. 





t-door sedan, $3875 Hydra itic drive is stand 
ard equipment Heater and defroster. $121 rad 
$132 power brakes $43 power ring $199 


4-way seat and electric window lifts 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 

Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 

actual speed w 18.9 m.p.!} at 35 m.p 33.3 
ut 50 m.p.! at 60 m.p.h., 54.5. Odometer was 
inaccurate b ibout 3* 100 miles would be recorded 


as 103 


Acceleration time from » 30 m.p.h., 5.1 

20 to 50 m.p.h., 10.1 se« from 40 to 60 n 

See While the acceleration figures were good, tl 
were not as good as might be expected wit! in en 


of such high horsepower 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions: 
20 m.p.g at 50 m.p.h 16.3 n 


( aduilac 0. 


Hudson's one-unil body-and-frame 
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Picture al lefi shows cramped leg room in the rear of the Hudson Jel Af the right, a full-size car in the low-priced range, 


wilh adequate leg room 


all conditions t 25.4 m.p.g. in overdrive 


Riding comfort was good under 
handled very easily, and cornering ability was ver Riding comfort was excellent on smooth roads, very 


good good on rough road it moderate speeds but at low 


speeds on rough roads some pitching was noticeable 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS Stability on curs ' nod 
Braking action with power brakes was very g ' : 
OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


although no better than adillac without | 

brakes Engine noise level was low Engine Steering factor, 2.9 (very low), providing fast steer 
veloped a slight intermittent miss during the test ing, but the steeri was not precise and car had 
Steering factor, 3.4 (satisfactory with power ste« some tendency to wander Engine noise level was 
ing Interior headroom and leg room were ampk moderate to hi \ hen operating in overdrive 
lurning diameter, 45 {t. 10 in., verv high (unde this may | ) partly to insufficient sound 
abl In general, the quality of construction, up! insulation € " ‘ ody and chassis was con 
stery, and hardware were first class and consid red sick red to Ov vet ‘ Sorrie body creaks were 


62 The electrica noticeable 


powered adjustable front seat, available as an ex 


to be equal to the Cadilla Interior space was inad 
quate, pa of leg room in the rear 
was not considered a worth-while feature Loca such that conveni 


serious! impaired 


B+ 


This Nash might be a desirable purchase for those who re 
quire and can afford a second car. Its good gasoline econon 
and ease of parking make it well suited for shopr ] j —— oh, ite « bab hiot t 
suburban and short-trip driving provadiy nign depreciation 
Of < re sirable 4 purchase tor most consumers 
some of the >. r , ts price cla 
Nash Rambler Country Club (a two-door hard t 
$2125 delive red N \ ( Radio and heater stan 
$103.50; Ilydra-Mattc trar N.Y. \utomatic transmission, $243; 


defroster, $66 





Studebaker Regal Commander. $229) livered 





equipment overdrive 


mission, $179 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 


20 Speedometer errors: at indicated speed 
orrect indicated 


Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of of 20 m p.h 
actual speed was 17.8 m.p.] at 35 m.p.l 
at 50 m.p.h., 46.3; at 60 m.p.h +8. Odometer speed 
was inaccurate by mut 3 100 miles would be 60 m.p.h., 57.5. Odometer was approxima 
Acceleration time from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 7 
JU te n.p.! 10.0 


31 and 35 m, eee 
ictual speed was 48 


recorded as 103 nu 


Acceleration time 50 m.p.h., 13.3 sec age from 
from 40 to 60 m | Z both below averag« 4) to OO ma 06 good 
Note that abx obtained in third gear Gasoline mileage under test conditions:* 1) m.p.h 


with 4.38 to 1 rea ratio ar was equ 22.2 m4 it 50 m.p.h., 19.1 m.p od, but not 


with overdrive horsepower 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions’ was very goo is 75 


t 30 m.p.! 24.9 m.p.g. in third gear, 30 m.p.g Riding comfort was good i cornering ability was 


overdrive; at 50 m.p.h., 19.0 m.p.g. in third ge good 
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OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


This car, which is advertised as the new American 
car with the European look, has a pleasing appear 
ance. It is somewhat low (about 2 in. lower in over 
all height than Chevrolet), but headroom was ade 

quate. Steering wheel is located too far forward for 
the average driver. Location of instruments is con 
sidered poor, as driver must look in a direction con 
siderably below his average line of sight. Brake pedal 
located too far to the left, which might be hazardous 
in an emergency. There was a highly objectionabk 
loss of “‘pedal reserve’ when brakes were applied for 
a rather long time, as in down-hill braking. Visi 
bility of the road ahead was excellent; both front 
fenders were visible to driver. Steering factor, 6.00 
very high, and steering was not precise. Car had a 
tendency to wander, and was somewhat difficult to 
control in cross winds Engine and transmission 
noise were both quite high. Automatic transmission 
which is one of the most expensive, was not smoot! 
in operation, and was not considered to be as desit 

able as other fully automatic transmissions Right 
rear door was poorly fitted, permitting infiltration of 
cold air Interior hardware was fair; upholster 


excellent. 


B+ 


This Willys may appeai/ to those primarily interested ir 
gasoline economy, particularly when the car is equipped with 
overdrive. The Aero Eagle was considered somewhat in- 
ferior, in general, to Chevrolet, Ford, and Plymouth, but 
somewhat more desirable than the Nash Rambler 


Willys Aero Eagle (a 2-door hard top) $2210 ce 
livered N.Y. Radio, $77; heater and defroster 
$68; overdrive, $87 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 

Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m.p.J 
actual speed was 18.9 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 32.6 
at 50 m.p.h., 46.4; at 60 m.p.h., 55.8. Odometer 


was in error by about 2©;7 (100 miles would be + 





corded as 102 miles) 


Acceleration time from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 14 sec. (below 
average); from 40 to €O m.p.h., 11.2 sec. (average 

Note that above figures were obtained in third gear 
with car having 4.56 to 1 rear axle ratio, and overt 


drive 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions’ was very good 
at 30 m.p.h., 26.8 m.p.g. (30.9 m.p.g. in overdrive 

at 50 m.p.h., 20.7 m.p.g. (24.5 m.p.g. in overdrive 

Riding comfort was satisfactory on good roads, onl) 
fair on rough roads. The judgment of the observers 
was that the car would be rather tiring to both the 
driver and rear-seat passengers when operated for a 


considerable distance on rough roads 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Steering factor, 4.3 (satisfactory), but steering was 
not as precise as on some cars tested. Turning diam 
eter, 38 ft. (good) Noise level of the engine, even 


in overdrive, was high, and annoving vibrations were 
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Althoug! 


compression ratio is high, the use of premium gaso 


present in rear compartment floor panel 


line is not necessary. Brake pedal pressure was ex 
cessive; the average woman driver would probabl; 
find it difficult to stop this car quickly under emet 
gency conditions. Interior appointments and upho! 
stery were satisfactory, but not up to the standard 


set by other cars in the price class. 


Explanation of Listings in Table 


lhe cars reported are, unl ss otherwise noted 
$-dloor sedans with standard equipment. In some 
cases where automatic transmissions were avail 
able as extra equipment, the cars with automati 
transmission have also been ine luded 

Brake Factor is a number indicative 
probable relative life of brake linings: a 
brake factor is important from the standpoin 


use of the cal and 


probable low 
maintenance (ars with auton 

transmissions require brakes that have 

life built into them (with | 

adjustment), than cars with standar 

because the reduced mount ol 

available with automatic trans 

extra burden on brakes and ter 


brake linings soonet Overdr 


wheeling, also imposes an ext 
brakes The brake factor figures are 
by dividing the total area of the brak« 
square inches by the shipping weight of the car 
plus the weight of five passengers at 150 Ib. each 
or 750 Ib 600 Ib. for the Nash Ramble and 
multiplying by 1000 (to avoid fractional numbers 

Iengine Revolutions per Mile is considered to 
give a rough relative measure of the probable or 
eX pec ted rate of eneine wear. when other cond 
trons are equal 

Estimated Depreciation is based on the differ 
ence between the original New York Cit price 
of the most nearly comparable 1952 car and th 
turn-in value of that car as given in the Official 
Used Car Guide tor February 1953, published 
by the National Automobile Dealers Used Car 
Guide Co., 1026 17 St., N.W., Washington 6 
1).¢ Lhe estimates ol depreciation Ou med 

’ 


um, AigH ve? nigh are madications o 


depreciation of the various cars under 
conditions The V are based on numerical 


ves tor 19 states e: t the M SSISSIPpI 


ay 
i 


but, as relative terms, will apply get 
throughout the countr 

Steering Factor is believed to be a more 
method of « xpressing the properties ol 
ing mechanism than the “steering gear r: 
olten given he steering factor is obtaine 


multiplying the number of turns of the steer 


1953 





wheel to turn the front car wheels from full 


to ull left bv the leng ol the wheelbase 


inches. and dividing the product by 100 


the angle turned ur wheels in radi: 
\ number that ts too 


standpoint ~ 


Ss unde sirable iro 


stecring respons 


saltety 
except in the case of cars 
indiwate ha 


low number 
powel assisted Ssteerime would 


steering at low speeds ind relatively great pt 


cal effort required of the driver in parking 
Vaximum Brake Horsepower at stated reve 


tions per minute s the figure claimed hb 


manutacturer The actual maximum 


horsepower delivered to the rear axle will be 
| 


considerably less, as manulacturers’ brake horse 


power figures ar nearly always based on pe 


lormance ol the bare engine 


\cceler ition tests are approaching 


mac bi 
at each ol two 


one ot 20 and one of 40 m p.h 


itely | ne the accelerator pedal 


' 
the starting line n ul 
constant spect 


then immed 


to the floor standard transmis 


irs is involved lhe 


um! 40 to 60 m tL h. have 


SOs 1) chan 


the 


obta ned WW 


Miles-per-ga 
standard m.p.¢ 


The m obtained in normal cout 


al le vel road 


m.p.h 


driving, which nclude some stoppi 
starting, and acceleration, should, as a 1 
between 0.8 and 0.9 of these figures 

Miles pel gallon fivures are also yivel is OD 
tained in the Mobile Gas Economy Run. These 
figures are higher than the co 


sumer will be able to obtain with his car, chietl 


considerably 
because the test cars were driven b experts who 
had familiarized then s with the test course 
and thus were able to operate the 
ciently as possible \ll of the cars in 
listed in the table were equipped with overdrive 
The following ha 
Hludson Jet, Ilud 
Hlornet, Lincoln Ca 


following had sem 


transmission 


or automat 
iutomatl transmissions 
Super | b, Iludson 
Vash Stai 7 Lhe 
mat transmissions Caryster Veu 
Chrysler Custom Im per 

Lhe ratings ol Cal are based parti 


models by 
neers and consultant partl 


consultants and 


sible to test F al the 18 cars listed sor! 


of which were iants of basic models, in 


rs not clos 


the time availabl he r. the ca 


; 


studied were for the most part 


1450-2500 


SSL¢ ta 

for the Ot 
detailed report 
the BULLETIN 


Recommendations in 
Seven Price Groups 


Price Group 1 ($1600 to $1899) 


In this group, flour cars warrant 


i, Fi 


\ll of t 


or or 


vant betwee 


difficult o us nad 
the 
the 


che ( it 


and VW ler 
best track 

price or a 

Where there 

stand; 


“yon 


P vio 
Price Group 2 ($1900 to $2199) 


kirst choice in this group. whicl 


vives the 


Fordomat 
Price Group 3 ($2200 to $2499) 


First choice, Buick Spe 
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an 1 rating 
vnoullh Cam 
hem are good 
tstanding ul 
n them | i 
im part upon 
al shih 11h ite) 
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consideration 
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indard 
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MAKE AND MODEL 


Brake Area. Sq. In. 
Brake Factor 


Percentage of Weight on Front 
Turning Diameter, Feet 


Shipping Weight (1b. 


Horsepower at Revolutions 


Over-all Width, inches 
Per Minute 


Number of Cylinders 


Manufacturers’ Rated 


Price Group 1! i] | 
Henry J Corsair 4 1619|\. High|100 ] 68 @ 2 7 2 5.90x15 


Ford 6 Mainline 11770 Med. {115 j 101 @ 5 7 70x15 


Willys Aero Lark 1786 e 108 72\}6| 75 @ 7 25 33 5.90x15 


Chevrolet One-Fifty 1}1790) Low 115 75 108 @ 5 7 5! 70x15 


Plymouth Cambridge 111835) Med. |114 74, 6 |100 @ 97017.1 | 3 5 70x15 

Ford V-& Mainline 1846} Low /|115 ] 110 @ 3800 5 ; 7 ; 70x15 
| 

Chevrolet Two-Ten 1881; Med. |115 75\ 6 1108 @ 3600 5 ; 7 ; 70x15 


Henry J Corsair DeLuxe 6 1895\V. High 100 217 » 80 @ 3800.5 7 3) 5 00x15 


Price Group 2 
Hudson Jet 1923 7 104 @ 4000/5 80017 §2'37'5.90x15'19 


Studebaker Champion DeLuxe 1937] ! ; 7 »| 85 @ 4000).5 $.5/271017 513 2\6.40x15 
Plymouth Cranbrook 1943 7 » 100 @ 3000 5 30057 ; 5 70x15 
Hudson Super-Jet* 2019} 7 104 @ 4000 5155.5 29007 32/3 40x15) 16 
Ford 6 Customline Fordomatu 2046 ‘ 7 101 @ 3500 32107 ; 70x15 
Pontiac Chieftain 6 2004) Li 77| 6 |115 @ 3800 3380/7 7 7.10x15 
Ford V-8 Customline Fordomatu 2122 . 75 110 @ 3800 3290 7 3 316.70x15 
Nash Rambler— 2-door hard top' 212 ) 5 85 @ 53 (2475/7.25 : 2\3 40x15 
Pontiac & Zé 77 118 @ 3000.4 3470 7.10x15 


i 
Chevrolet Bel 1 ir, Powerghid 1/2 5 7 115 @ 3600 54.5,3385'7.5 58 3 70x15,12/3 


Price Group 3 
Willys Aero Fagle 2-door hard t p' 22 00 @ SH Se SONI7 2422 5.90x15/12'3 
g 


Nash Statesman Super’ 7 100 @ . 304517 $2/3516.70x15 
Buick Special 23 | 21.5 7 125 @ 3800).47 37107 7 5 7.60x15 
Dodge Coronet* ? igh 140 @ 4400/.58)5 336517 ; 2'7.10x15 
Mercury Custom 2343) Med i 7 125 @ 3800 5 7 5 38/7.10x15) 640 


Pontiac 6 DeLuxe Hydra- Matic 2376) Low 22 77 118 @ 3800 35 171/40'7.10x15| 740 





Car CR tested was equipped with overdrive, but price 
overdrive not included in price shown in table 
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REMARKS MAKE AND MODEL 


M.P.G at 50 MPH 
M.P.G. Mobilgas-AAA Run‘ 


3370 2510 


1 (2920 2150 


3240 2520 


2790 2150 (See Plymout 
2920 2150 
770 


5 3240 2510 


3240 23600 


3150 2450 


790 2150 


315027205 


2480 2650 


3030 


2480 2650 


900 2370 


2890 


2660 


3240 2520 e 


3290 2570 e 


2830 


2760 2620 6.6 


27890 2120 e 13 y 15.9,23.2 


2280 NI 
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MAKE AND MODEL 


Percent Overisad on Tires 
Turning Diameter, Feet 


Over-all Length, Inches 
Over-all Width, taches 
Number ot Cylinders 
Manufacturers’ Rated 
Percentage of Weight on Fromt 


Brake Area, Sq. In. 


Brake Factor 


(Price Group 3 Continued) 
Hudson Wasp DeLuxe j | ) 77 4000 


Pontiac &8 DeLuxe Ilydra at ) V ) ] 3000 


Price Group 4 
P utch ectal iff 5 | ) y » 3200 


Vercur’ 
ludebarker 1000 
(MNdsmovile uu pe 
Chrysler Wind 
oto DeLu 
Imbassad 
Packard Clipper' 7 | 7 5 LOK 


Iludson Super Wa dra-M | » 112 ) 77) ) 1000 


Price Group 5 
Buick Super 


Packard Clipper 

Hludson Hor 

Kaiser Manhatt 
Firedon 


Oldsmol 


Price Group 6 
Chrysler New 5 


1OO0 j 1000) 


Packard Cavalt LOOK 39600 


Buick Roadma 1000 4100 


Price Group 7 
62 ; vy 12 @ 4150.6 ; 15 


( adtllac 
Packard 400 Patriciar ; li, | r { > 4000 11900 
3 7 4 » 4200 


Linccin Catri 


Chrysler Cusiom Imperia $350 \ 352 7 1000 





Car CR tested wa 


verdrive not included in { 
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REMARKS MAKE AND MODEL 


Rating 


M.P.G. at 50 MPH. 


Minimum Road Clearance, in 


Standard 
Optional 
40-60 M.P.H 


$09 307 40580 7 
Hl ydra- Mati 


220 


¢ 6 Powermaster 
h Ambassador Super 


18.01 wkard Clipper’ 


18.019.1B4 n Super Wasp Hydra- Mate 


M90 6 


Im pe riai 





I 
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(Continued from page 15) 
has, because of its high compression ratio, been 
giving difficulty with pinging, requiring frequent 
removal of carbon. This, in CR’s opinion, tends 
to make it less desirable at this time than the 


other four named. 


Price Group 4 ($2500 to $2750) 

First choice, Buick Special Dynaflow. Second 
choice, Oldsmobile Super 88. As a third choice, 
Mercury Merc-O-Matic, DeSoto DeLuxe 6 with 
standard transmission, and Chrysler Windsor 6 
with standard transmission are about on a pat 


Price Group 5 ($2751 to $2999) 

First choice, DeSoto Firedome 8 with standard 
transmission (overdrive optional). Second choice, 
Oldsmobile 98. Third choice, Buick Super 


Price Group 6 ($3000 to $3500) 
First choice, Butck Roadmaster 

Chrysler New Third 

Cavalier. 

Price Group 7 ($3500 and up) 


First choice, Cadillac 62. Second choice, Pack 
ard Patrician or Chrysler Imperial Custom 


Ser ond ( ho 2, 


Yorker. ( hox _- Pac kard 


Many Cases of Poisoning are Unnecessary 


UNDREDS of lives are lost each year as a 


result of contact with various household 


products which contain unsuspected 
Indeed, about 600 children die each year because 
they 
tively harmless in normal use but deadly poison 


a child, 


such products are certain cosmetics, insect repel 


porsons 
have obtained access to some item rela 


ous if eaten or swallowed by Among 


lents, silver cleaning and “plating’’ solutions, 
paint removers and solvents. It is unfortunate 
that the average consumer will often assume 
that unless the label carries a prominent poison 
warning and contains a list of poisonous chemi 
cals as well as suggestions for the antidote, many 
a common product will be accepted as harmless 
even though it is in a form which might be 
taken internally by 
ance of the danger, or by 


mistake or through ignor 


Manu 
facturers of products containing chemicals that 
taken internally 
or by inhalation, should familiarize themselves 


a voung child. 


are poisonous, either when 
with the seriousness of this problem and re- 
flect on the unnecessary deaths of young child 
their 
nent and permanent fashion that parents and 
others are put on Full 
should be given about the ingredients of their 


ren, and so label packages in a promi 


notice, information 
products, as well as a possible antidote or anti 


dotes. Actually, informative labeling, though 
manufacturers argue against it for various rea 
sons, could save the lives of many persons who 
have taken a poison accidentally or unknowingly, 
by cutting the precious time that might otherwise 
be required to determine by analysis or by inquiry 


by telephone or in other ways what poisonous 


ingredient was in the product and what might 
Often in 


cases, the saving of a life may hang upon a mat 


be used to counteract it poisoning 


loss of perhaps many 


he ingredients 


ter of minutes; and the 
hours to try to find out what were t 
of the poisonous mixture could easily result in 
permanent disability or loss of life of the unfortu 
nate victim. 

The Engineer's Digest, published by the U.S 
that 
names complicate the problems of safety in the 
manulacturer of 


Coast Guard, points out non-descriptive 


use of solvents The small 
jobber will suppress information about the com 
position of his product on the ground either that 
it is his trade secret and the secrecy is necessary 
to keep him in business, or that the material 
contains a rare and exceptional ingredient not 
known to others (Quite commonly a small 
businessman, or even a large one, for that matter, 
will allege that his product is absolutely non 
toxic, when in fact he just hopes it is, and does 
not know for sure whether it is poisonous or 
not Che Coast Guard publication recommends 
that 
solvents whose composition is known, and sug 


Coast Guard personnel should use only 


gests that if industrial buyers were to present 
a united front to the vendors on this issue, the 
desirable and life-saving information on com 
position of trade-name solvents would be forth 
coming. On the specially important matter of 
toxic solvents, we quote from the Engineer's 
Digest: also [like 


the aromatics, benzene, toluene, xylene] are very 


“Halogenated hydrocarbons. . 


toxic .Examples are carbon tetrachloride, tri- 


chloroethylene and dichlorobenzene.”’ 
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Three New Dishwashing Machines 


ITH the completion of the tests on the 
American Kitchens, the Apex, and the 
Youngstown dishwashing machines, CR has 
tested 


brands, and it can be said that we have vet to 


practically all the more important 
test a machine which washed and dried every 
dish and piece of silverware used in a controlled 
test to our full satisfaction. Some machines, 
such as the American Kitchens, General Electric, 
and Autchen Aid, approached this desirable de- 
gree of perfection in washing and drying dishes 
With many of the machines tested, however, ef 
fectiveness in washing was not thoroughly satis 
factory, or drying was not complete, or a com 
bination of both disadvantages was found 
When considering the 


matic dishwashing machine, 


purchase ol an auto 
first decide whether 
its claimed advantages will outweigh certain 
disadvantages common to all machines If 
the family 1s small two or three persons, there 
is not likely to he 
with hand washing, since the dishes and silver 


a Saving in time as compared 
ware must still be rinsed or scraped. In addition, 
pots and pans must be thoroughly scraped and 
all dried food particles removed by hand rubbing 
with a pot cleaner if a satisfactory washing job 
is to be expect dl This operation, which is most 
disliked about hand dishwashing, will often re- 
quire getting one’s hands in water, a procedure 
potential buyers assume will no longer be ne 
essary when they invest upwards of $250 to $350 
in an automatic dishwasher These prices are 
without installation 

Installation charges for a permanent installa 
tion may be considerablk $50 to $125 or more 
in many cases—and it is important not to over- 
look this outlay when considering the purchase 
of a dishwasher. For this reason, a family living 
in a rented home may find that a portable unit is 
much to be preferred for their use since there will 
be no installation charge involved, and the unit 
can readily be moved in the event of a change 
of residence 

In moderate to large sized families, four per 
sons or more, the use of a dishwashing machine 


Chis will 


be particularly noticeable if the few dishes used 


should result in some saving in time 
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for breakfast and lunch can be placed in the 
machine and washed with the dishes used for 
the evening meal rhis method also results in a 
saving in the amount and cost of hot water, 
electricity, and detergent used, and has the ad 
vantage ol helping to extend considerably the 
life of the machine 

(side from the fact that it helps eliminate a 
very humdrum household chore, machine dish 
washing offers a very important advantage over 
hand washing-—the use of high temperatures 


for both the washing and drying operations. The 


Aper Dish-A-Malic Portable 
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hands cannot be kept in water much above 
115°1 In a good dishwashing machine, the , 
lish lel od h hick t must not be assumed that any appliance s 
dishes are washed at a much higher te ‘ratul , 

* : , . . igre ners meee complex as an automatic dishwasher can pr 


and in some, during the rinsing or drying cycles vide long working life without need for occa 


the temperature will be 160°F of higher a ‘ sional servicing Purchasers of any and all 
advantage in so far as good bacteriological cleans complex appliances run some risk of having t 
ing is concerned pay substantial bills for servicing or repairs 

rhe relative desirability and convenience in The fact that in some instances such attention 
use of the two general kinds of machines is not may be needed fairly early in the life of the 
readily evaluated; if the housewife prefers “top machine does not necessarily mean that the 


°° ‘4 - " c r rt > 5 ; o 
loading to front loading, the top loader is washer is a poor produc reiative too her makes 


the kind she should purchase. In a study of this 
question made at The State College of Washing 


ton Institute of Agricultural Sciences, it was 


found that a machine location on the left side of over-all thoroughness 


the sink was better than on the right side for operation Manufacti 


saving steps and arm work for right-handed have included both ¢ 


workers; however, there was no preference in so recommended deters 


the . fe 
lar as time saving was concerned lop opening the machines tested in the past two 


required more bending, front opening more use found that ! nile was much to 


ol the arms Front opening does save space In most ol m nes, Poss 


since the top can be used for a counter The the character Cs oF the watet 


, sts S tir ossib!] 
pull-out drawer or drop-door may create con test It CriUire «> ( 


gestion in a small kitchen, however With top ence would obtain in favor of Elect 
opening, the cabinets above the washer may areas. In any « it, soap should n 


have to be placed higher on the wall than nor since the sudsin ion | soap ma 
mally, so that the lid can be opened fully with or reduce ibly the thoroug 
The parti ular detergent used mav affect the the washing 
CR preters the 

that are covered with 
wire racks will be mor 
ol fine china plates during 
and mav indirectly cause stains or discolorat 
on silverware placed in a metal containet 


addition, rough « es in a metal co 


} 


scratch suverwar»re 


CR’s Tests 


test procedures ire directed 


toward determining the effectiveness of the ma 


chines in washing and drving 
for a washing evel imount 


electrical satety is measured 


and = hivh-voltave hreakdowt! 


t t t 


water consumy operation a 
pressures, and ly ind television 

were also determined n addition to ar 
amination ot the construction and de sign 


machine was run through at least 45 complet 
kre SSes If des 


cvcles to reveal possibl wea 
operation It should be noted, however. 

one cannot | sure trom any short-time test 
that any or all of machines will not develo, 
some defects or troubl iiter prolonged use 
the home. Cost of o] tior r month is based 


imerican Kilchens Model DW-24 upon three uses per day kilowatte 
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Had pilot 
Drop-de 


) mace 


rinsiny and ct hy 
ij ad 
clement, located near the ot the tul 
The top of the American Kitchens dishwasher showing the 
puddle of water which had formed al the end of the drvir 


mple te ¢ le 
cvcle 1 coloring material was added 


Maximum fempera 
J ing cvel 175°1 | | 


good and con ick red sufiimently hiel 


operation pet day would 


rand 2080 watt.-! 


jor purposes o 
veles of 
‘ < 


operati 


r spra 
ind formed 1 puddlk 


face Since thus 


The arrow al the left indicates the point at which the heat 
ing coil and propeller came into 
runs on the 


mit dur | drving 
mK f " was added to this puddle 

contact during one of the 
imerican Kitchens machine. The arrow al the 
right shows how the drain plug, al the same time 


istration on this page 
close to the wire protectir 


was too the bottom of the 


} compart 
proper operation ( see ! 


fastened and |} tenden 


9 acreen for 
isting 


‘ ick wise W machine iting 
one oct ision dur tests it m ittmoenti 


er and or inother it inter 
home water | t or } wtion oft the d in plug 3 
stem ‘ | 1 . , 


uded the cost 


5 


Apex Dish-A-Matic Rollaway, Model 891A 





\pe 


rtalble 


American Kitchens Roto-Tray Dishwasher, Model 
DW-24 \mer 





can Witchens Ly 


ad S340) Permat 
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shorte ning or repeating any part of the cycle, a minor 
disadvantage. Complete cycle consists of a washing 
period and two rinses after which lid opens and 
dishes dry naturally in air—total time, 17 min. The 
time required to heat the water was dependent upon 
the temperature of the incoming water and varied 
from 11 to 51 min. for 150°F and 64°F water. These 
times, of course, must be added to the above figures 
to obtain the total time necessary for the operation 
Ihe water tank in the machine holds all the water 
needed for the complete cycle, an advantage. Maxi 
mum temperature in compartment during second 
rinse, about 162°F, was considered to be fairly good 
Daily water consumption, about 11 gal. of hot water 
and 1880 watt-hr. of electricity (hot water from house 
supply was at 150°F when entering machins Esti 





mated monthly operating cost, $2. Dishwashing r 
sults were fairly good when service for 6 was washed 
but improved considerably when service for only 4 
was loaded The capacity of the Apex was not as 
large as that of the American Kitchens unit, for 
example, but should be ample for a family of 4. In 
all test runs, the glasses were not washed clean or 
thoroughly dried. Over-all results, however, wer 
considered superior to those obtained with th 


Youngstown 1 


The Youngstown B27-1D (also rated B. Intermediate) wa 
claimed to be much improved over the Model B27D tested by 
CR in 1951. There was not sufficient difference in the test re 
sults on the newer machine, overall, to warrant a change ir 
the rating Youngstown Jel-Tower Model B27-1D 


Youngstown Jet-Tower Dishwasher, Model B27-1D 
(Mullins Mfg. Corp., Salem, Ohio $330 
Permanent installation. Rated 16.1 amperes at 120 





volts; machine should therefore have its own branch consumption, about 20 gal. of hot water and 1850 


circuit wiring unless the circuit was designed for a watt-hr. of electricity (estimated monthly operating 
higher current. Over-all dimensions: 27 in. wide cost, $2; figure includes stand-by loss in booster 
2634 in. deep, 39 in. high. Operation is completely tank). Dishwashing results were fairly good, but 
automatic. Pilot light not needed and not supplied over-all results did not compare with those obtained 
Machine is loaded from top; upper rack must be in the American Kitchens unit. Glasses, for instance 
removed to load lower rack. Ease of loading con while clean in all runs, were wet at lines of contact 
sidered fairly good; however, the ‘“Jet-Tower’™’ which with the rack and required hand toweling 3 
extends the full vertical height in the center of the "eS go> 

compartment was ‘in the way"’ and on several occa 


sions was accidentally struck when the bottom rack rhe following are brief listings of models of 


was being loaded. Operation is timer-controlled and automatic dishwashers previously reported. (For 
cannot be interrupted during the cycle, a minor dis detailed comments, readers are referred to CR 
advantage. Complete cycle consists of a washing BULLETINS for Oct. 1949, Oct. 1950, and Dee 
and 2 rinsing periods after which the lid lifts auto 1951.) 

matically and the washed load is air-dried naturally 


Washing and rinsing required about 10 min \ A. Recommended 
booster water-heating tank with thermostat control 
General Electric, Model UC-110; Kitchen 


is located in the bottom compartment and is perma 

? 
nently connected to the hcuse wiring. This booster KD-20 
is intended to maintain water temperatures for the 


washing and rinsing periods but was found ineffective B. Intermediate 


sn nye - : very short opie we of Apex Dish-. stic. Model 970-1: Homart 
. F . . > ri “—> » as at ‘ . — 

the wash period, the temperature of the wash water 24: Hotpoint. Models MC4, MCS. MC6 
entering the tub was only slightly above the 150°I house, Model DWA-12 


temperature of the incoming water. Maximum tem 


perature reached in compartment during second C. Not Recommended 
rinse, about 140°F; not considered sufficiently hot 


for adequate bacteriological cleansing of dishes. Dail; James Port-O-Matic, Model APJ. 
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A Power Weed-Cutter and a Lawn Edger 


The engine-driven Scythette and electric-powered 
Magic Wand trimmer and edger. 


HE Scythette Power Scythe is an engine- 
driven sickle-bar that is intended to be 
carried about. It has a 1-cylinder gasoline en- 
gine which drives a 20-inch oscillating cutter bat 
at the end of a 4-foot shaft. The user carries the 
Scythette by means of a shoulder strap and guides 
it with two handles (see illustration). The manu- 
facturer claims that it also will clip reeds or 
underwater growth 
CR tried the Scythette in various weedy areas 
The power was sufficient to cut heavy growths 
of weeds 4 feet high, but the high weeds had a 
tendency to pile up on the cutter bar and the 
operator's feet. The appliance was fairly easy 
to handle, even when cutting around rocks and 





trees and under fences, but its use became tiring 
after an hour's continuous work. (Nevertheless, 
its use in cutting a heavy growth of weeds was 
far to be preferred to cutting with a scythe.) The 
major objection to the Scythette was the great 
amount of noise produced. The high-pitched 
scream of the 2-cycle engine and the clatter of 
the cutter bar might very possibly give real 
cause for complaint by the next-door neighbors 

Phe Magic Wand Electric Hedge Trimmer and 
Lawn Edger is a lightweight electric cutter 
mounted at the end of a 3-foot handk The 
cutter is a partially shielded blade which is 
mounted on the shaft of a small motor and 
rotates at a very high speed. The Magic Wand 
was easy to use on hedges, or along the edge of a 
walk, but the angle at which the handle was 
attached required the operator to stoop while 
trimming under bushes or other places where 
the cutter had to be held horizontall, 

The Magic Wand did cut hedge and grass 
satisfactorily, but the very high speed of the 
rotary cutter caused clippings to be thrown overt 
a wide area and upon the operator. This may 
not be objectionable to some persons, when cut- 
ting a light hedge or trimming under bushes, 
but when the Magic Wand was used in the ver- 
tical position to edge a lawn as shown in the 
illustration, small stones and debris were thrown 
upward with considerable force. This, of course, 
could be a real hazard and could cause serious 
injury to the eves or face of the user. 

The Magic Wand passed the electrical safety Seythetle Power Scythe 
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involves special hazards because of dampness 
and contact of the body with the ground; the 
user should therefore be very careful to keep the 
appliance dry and in good electrical condition 
lhe cord should be replaced (with the special 
type of power cord made for use outdoors which 
has a grounding conductor run with the circuit 
conductors) when any wear, cutting, or deteriora 
tion is evident 


B. Intermediate 
Scythette Power Scythe (llotico Richmon 
Ind $146 \ hig 





ras n cutter Cal 


ried with a shoulder strap l tested had 1'4-1 
cycle engine Current model has a 2-hp. engine 


Engine drives a 20-in. oscillating cutter bar at the 


end of a 4-ft. shaft. Weight, approximately 26 Ib 





bairly easy to handle on uneven ground, around ob 
structions, and under fen¢ Sufficient power 
heavy growths of weeds \s noise i 
may be objectionable to some peopl 
should bn checked before decid ny 

Not tested for underwater « itting 
flacturer claims apphance can d ’ 


saw attachment ts available, bu 


C. Not Recommended 


Magic Wand Electric Hedge Trimmer and Lawn 
Edger \pex Mfg. Laboratories, South Pasadena 
Calif $17.95 \n electric motor-drivet 


cutter with 3-ft. handle Very high speed 0 





Magic Wand Electric Hedge Trimmer and Lawn Edger 


blade throws clippings, dirt, and debris over oj 
tests, but it is important to remember at all and presents a hazard, where stones or hard p 


times that an electri appliance for outdoor use are encountered by blade, as when edging law: 


Growing Plants and Trees Help 


Keep a Building Cooler in Hot Weather 


ANY PERSONS do not appreciate the heat absorption and reflection through walls and 
value of green trees and plants about a windows \ccording to a University of Cal 
home or office in helping to provide a cool en fornia release, they can even help cool roofs 


vironment in the summer. Asphalt paving, for hot 


vers areas. Professor Robert B. Deering of 


example, reaches a much higher temperature tee University of Californian Callens of Asricel 
than a lawn, whence an area of grass helps great 

ture recommends wider use of trees and plants 
ly to keep a cool area about a house or work 
for « oling and increasing comitlort in warm areas 
place and tends also to reduce the carry-over of 


heat from the daytime hours into the evening rather than just for their ornamental value. The 


Vines have their disadvantages on buildings greater the number of trees, vines, shrubs, plants 
since they may cause damage to the woodwork ind the larger the area of lawn about a hous 


| 


or to paint coatings, but they are valuable in the greater the cooling effect, if there are sul 


keeping the sun off the walls and thus prevent ficient Open spaces to permit circulation of a 
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i raincoat is that 
{ where ou 
ison it may be Wis 
Hnexpensive plastic 
ncoat mm addition to 
be kept 
ar, lor 
jastic raincoat 
wot onl t l vill we wh im the 
iwhborl | woul toa pound but 
| ive small enough 
i five lightest 
it is ©V ae nt 
creased We one 
if 
nee and protect 


should bn lary 


raincoat itself and give access to the pockets u 


the regular clothing, besides lhe two-wa\ 
pocket opening may allow water to enter, how 
ever, and so should have al wicl overiap and 
reinforced edges Most of the pron kets on the 
coats tested were unduly shallow, so that gloves 
or kevs might easily be lost from them 

The most important quality ol a raincoat ts 
its waterprootness The ams must be tieht 
and the tront opening should i i slide tast 
ener or enough buttons of 


snaps to close it 


well Plastic raincoats have sewn, cemented 


‘2 : 
or fused seams CR doe nol recommend 


of sewn seams in plastic raincoat Only three 
of the coats tested had sewn seams, and two of 
these, the Prepac and the Protecto, leaked treely 
Seams of all the 


breaking strength tests, and the sewn seams 


raincoats were subjected to 
were trom 75 to 90 percent weaker than the 
best ol the fused or cemented seams 

Some coats may be obtained with either snaps 
or a zipper front closure, and the zipper usually 
adds $2 to $3 to the cost. (The Shower Master, 
with a 7alon fastener, however, sold at $2.98 

(R's buyer, as many men would, bought the 
cheaper button- or snap-fastened coats rather 
than the 


zipper is preferable to buttons or snaps because 


higher priced Zipper closed ones \ 


it gives the best seal against water leakage and 
won t “pop off like a button, or tear loose like a 
snap. Snaps may be easier to use than buttons 
when your hands are cold, but the choice between 
the two will for many be merely a matter of 
yx rsonal prelerence 

Protection properties of the raincoats wer 
judged on waterprootn ss and design overlap 
length, and spacing of the buttons or snaps ol 
the front closure 

\ll the coats tested had raglan-style sleeves 
and all came with plastic carrying cases into 
otherwise 


which thev could be folded l nless 


noted in the listings, all had tused seams, two 

! ° ’ 
way slash pockets, and ventilation, holes undet 
the arms Ventilation holes are desirable be 
caus the plastu films do not illow the Dassaye 
ol au With four coats, the Raynster, the 


Hlampton, the Neverleel ind the Sears’ / 
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Glass, plastic hat covers were furnished. 

The plastic films used in the coats tested were 
made of vinyl or allied resins. All of them melted 
when they were touched by a lighted cigarette, 
but did not burst into flame. 

According to one manufacturer, vinyl mate- 
rials should not remain in prolonged contact with 
painted, varnished, enameled, or lacquered sur- 
faces. Plastic raincoats should therefore be hung 
on plain wood or plain metal hangers. One 
manufacturer warns against contact of the film 
with rubber compounds and with cleaning fluids 
The coats should be kept away from heat, and 
In the 
service tests in which the coats were worn by 


should not be hung on radiators to dry. 


members of CR’s staff, the most frequent com- 
plaint was their 
weather, but this is probably unavoidable. In 
one case the turned-up collar became stiff enough 
to feel unpleasantly sharp on the wearer's neck 

The service tests did not bring out what the 
raincoats might be 


stiffness, especially in cold 


estimated life of plastic 
Much depends on the care given the coat by the 
user Iwo of the coats tested, however, did 
carry a guarantee which mentioned a specifi 
life. The Hampton had a 5-year replacement 
“bond” guaranteeing that in that period the 
garment would remain waterproof and washable 
and that the seams would not rip, the color would 
not fade, the plastic would not crack, peel, or 
mildew. ‘The Neverleek carried a two-year guar 
antee covering the same properties. We believe 
that the purchaser should seek to buy a rain 
coat with such a guarantee if he must buy a 
brand which is not among those favorably re 
ommended by Consumers’ Research. It will be 
noted that all but one of the C-Not Recommended 
raincoats were in the lowest price group In 
this case there evidently is a degree of relation 
ship between price and quality although in the 
two higher price groups this relationship does 
not appear 


A. Recommended 


Fashion Tailored, Style G6605 
Cat No 45 7605) 
Translucent 


(Sears-Roebuck's 





$2.89, plus postage. (rreenish 
gray. Material and 
seams among the strongest of the coats tested 
Pockets rather shallow 2 
Swell-Wear (Swell Wear, Inc., 286 Fifth Ave., N.Y.¢ 
$2.95. Smoke color 5-button closure 
Material and seams among the strongest of the 
coats tested 2 
Bond (S. Buchsbaum & Co., 1737 S. Michigan Ave 
Chicago) $3.95. Smokecolor. Translucent. 5-snap 
Strong material. Pockets rather shallow. 3 
(Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 4605 


$4.75, plus 


5-snap closure 


Translucent 


closure 
Elasti-Glass 
manufactured by S. Buchsbaum & Co.) 


Smoke color. Translucent. 5-snap closure. 


seams 


postage 


material and seams 


Cemented 
Pockets very shallow. 3 
Elasti-Glass 


strong 


(Sears-Roebuck'’s Cat. No. 45—7620 


manufactured by S. Buchsbaum & Co.) $4.89, plus 


postage. Smoke color. Essentially the same as 
Ward's Elasti-Glas: 


1.S. Raynster (U.S. Rubber Co., Washington, Ind 


Hat cover supplied 3 





$4.98. Smoke color; available also in spruce green 


H it covet supplied 


Translucent. 4-snap closurs py 


Part fused, part cemented. Strong material. Pock 


ets rather shallow 3 


B. Intermediate 


Wat-A-Kote Almar Mfg. Co., Inc., 1270 Broadway 
N.Y.( 


$?.99 textured finisl 
Opaque 


SMokKe color 


5-button closure Material and seams not 


so strong as s desirable 


Pockets shallow No 
ventilators. Carrying case had convenient plastic 
zipper closure. Coat available with snap closures. 2 

Wards (Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 4604 

Neptune Raincoat Co., New York 2 
$2.95, plus postage Translucent 
5-snap closure Strength of 
moderately good 2 

Climatic M-500 

Bldg., N.Y. 


6-snap ¢ losure 


manu 
factured by 
Smoke color 


material and seams 


Climatic Rainwear Co., In 
$4.95 


Pockets with no slits 





. re ; 
i 10k 
pire State moke 


Translucent 
for access to suit pockets. Seams were weak 3 
Hampton (Cable Raincoat Co., 68 Northampton, 
Boston 18 $4.95 


pattern inside 


Smoke color outside checked 


Opaque 4-bucton closure; an en 


velope of 2 extra buttons is supplied Spacing be 
Strong material, but 


Hat cover 


tween buttons is too long 
Pockets shallow 
(,uaranteed for 5 vears 


Cable 


seams somewhat we ak 
supplied 
Neverleek 


color: shiny 


Raincoat Co $3.98 


te xtured finish 


{ Ipaque 


closure Hat cover supplied. Seam strength 
Pockets shallow 2? 
Plymouth Perfect (Plymouth Rubber Co 


$4.95 


(;uaranteed for vears 





Smoke color: textures 


Material 


Canton, Mass.) 


ish lranslucent 5-snap closure 


seams fairly weak 


C. Not Recommended 
Prepac Inc., 151 W 26, N.Y. 


Transluc ent 


Prepac 


textured finisl 


leaked water Shallo 


Smoke color 
closure Stitched seams 
pockets with no slits for access to suit po 
Breaking strength of material and seam stre1 
No ventilators 


{ Ande rson 


Smoke color 


seams leaked water 


very low 


Protecto $1.99 


\ssociates, Chicago 20 


Translucent. 5-snap closure. Stitched 
No ventilators, no pockets, no 
slits for access to suit pockets. Strong material, but 
very weak seams 1 


Sears Raintite (Sears-Roebuck'’s Cat. No. 25 





Richards & Associates 


$1 95, plus postage 


3382(;; manufactured by 


Fort Myers, Fla.) 


smoke 
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Materia 
No venti 
pockets 


4600 


snap closure 


1™ wert 
Wards 
lactur 


ty Corp., 220 Fifth 
N.\ 


$1.69, plus post: Smoke color Ira 


Get It in Writing, with Full 


HERI 


information about a 


have been letters recently request 
which 
ability 


( Np richice 


storage batt ry 


alleved to show spec al res 


} 


uperative 


onsume»rs Nave le irned by 


asy to improve some useful properties of an 
a loss ol sore 


art le i you are illing to sultet 


other properties \ spe ial degree ol ree upera 


batter\ can be vottel by 
the ] 


eles troy te 


tive ability P toravte 


reducing } oncentration ol 


in doing this 


it 1s to bn expected that the 
} 


output in ampere-hours tor a given size ol hat 


tery will be reduced. The better of the batteries 


special claim is 
to represent 


customaril for which the 


not made believed about tin 


right compromise between size and output ca 


to discount heavily claims 


that it 


pacit It is well too 


for an) rage batter, will last long 


than other batteries, or will last as long as 


It is unlikely that any special merit, when 


ire considered, will attach to 


some make ot batter usually one of an 


known or little-known brand) for which ver 


special or unusual claims of long life or recupet 


tive ability are made Small manufacturers 


could do research which would give them an 


advantage in battery design and development, 


have not been distinguished 


in ce 


but in practice the 


for the contributions to improvement 


or lowering the cost ot storage batteries 


Sales Technique 


P' RSONS who are bu a television set 
should bear in mind that the 


, 


cond Tions of 
nec ssaril\ reflect 


the 


viewing in a showroom do no 


the behavior the set will show in home 


Dealers 


one brand in preference 


are sometimes not above plaving 


to another, in ordet 
discounts from 


the retail 


take advantage ol better 


tributors higher pront on sale 


there are very definite, easily applied expedients 


make set appeal 


the 


the, I ~ to 


than 


which one 


better other n showroom or 
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*ockets with no 
Weak 


White water 


Smoke color 


lucent 5-snap closure I 
material and seams. 1 
Whitewa 

Zipper 
closure wit! Breaking strength and tear re 


sistance low 2 


access to suit pockets 


Shower Master 
ter \\ is 


Raincoat Co 





S$? O8 Translucent 


) ; 
snaps 


Details — or Look Elsewhere 


In some cases it has been brought to our atten 
that 
sold on t he 


tion as to certain batteries that are being 
the claim isn't 
a dealet The 


the battery 


claim of very long life 
is made orally by 
that 
life ol 
figure \ 
appliance on which a 
should 
basis except with the guarantee in writing 
the 


in writing if 


salesman simply says it is so 


will last 5 or the car, or 


some other persuasive battery —or 


any other yuarantee is 


important never be bought on any 


show 


ing manufacturer's and dealer's full names 


and addresses, and at what place and exactly 


under what conditions the guarantee will be met 


if there is reason to ask for fulfillment of its terms 


later on If the claim of especially long life or 


other su rlormance is made only un the 


| 
talk ‘ 1 bye to obtain redress 


the 


the 


sales hope le ss 


batte up to the claim 
likely 
or that it was “un 
holding 


pos ession 


whe I 


indeed manutlacturer is very to assert 


that no such claim was mace 
h kk 


authorized which leaves the consumer 


an empty bag should be in 


which he 


whe rt he 


ola valid yuarantes could ado sone 


a battery 
life 


s warranted by 


thing about Be sure in buying gual 


anteed for an exceptionally long that the 


price 1s not higher than the ac 


tual average service life users ma‘ 


that the 
lished on 


expect, and 


compan s a substantial, well-estab 


that will make good on the guarantes 


when and if necessar 


in Selling TV 


the may ust the Sar techniques to make a 


higher priced t show a better picture than a 


lower mf ced h same make It there is 


any reasol the correctness or honest‘ 


ol the demonstration prospective buver 


should not make up h 5 mind until he has seen 


the sets which he is considering in operation 


under the conditions which are to obtain in his 


own home, provided that both sets are given a 


correct adiustment to his antenna and other 


necessary adjustments have been properly mac 
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Off the Editor’s Chest 


(Continued from page 2) 


Vegetable Compound; with these and other 
material he proceeded to deluge Senators, the 


ham's 


Bureau of Standards, and Washington officials 
and others as proof that the Bureau was un 
scientific in condemning battery additives as 
worthless without making a spectacular excep- 
tion for AD-X2 

lestimonials, it may be noted, are not highly 
regarded by scientists or the law courts as evi 
dence of performance, because they may be just 
the offhand reaction of people unskilled in close 
observation, and they are not based on any con 
trolled comparisons by experts trained in the 
methods of science Even as an advertising 
technique they are regarded as having thei 
limitations, for at a recent advertising conven 
tion a marketing expert pointed out that a high 
proportion of women have developed a negative 
reaction to endorsements by Hollywood per 
sonalities because of the feeling that such en- 
dorsements were secured for cash 

The controversy came to consumers’ attention 
on a national scale in the Science section of 
December 11, 1950, in which the 


magazine's science editor viewed with sympathy 


Newsweek, 


Mr. Ritchie's efforts in challenging the Bureau 
of Standards’ experts and quoted some of the 
testimonials of satisfied users of AD-X2. The 
article was reprinted and widely circulated by 
Pioneers, Inc., and another writer in a publicity 
job for the firm told how the Newsweek science 
editor had spent four days with Mr. Ritchie at 
Oakland, Calif., in order to obtain information 
for the story. Just why such an excursion was 
necessary is not clear, since what appeared in 
Newsweek could have been written from the 
ample publicity material circulated by Mr 
Ritchie 


Many 


ticularly 


informed readers of 


Newsweck, par 
those with some scientific training, 
were mildly surprised at the enthusiastic editorial 
promotion given the product, but put it down 
as one of those occasions when a publicity man 
has been successful in placing a story with a not- 
too-critical editor. 

Ihe discovery of a “new” battery “‘rejuvena- 
tor,’ however, did not attract wide attention in 
other reputable news journals, and it was not 
until December 1952 that A D-X2 again achieved 
nation-wide publicity. On December 18, 1952, 
the Senate Small Business Committee issued a 
voluminous press release defending and extolling 


Mr. Ritchie's product; this release was given 
considerable space in a number of journals, in- 
cluding The Wall Street Journal. That paper's 
Washington 
heartedly with Mr. Ritchie, and the Senate Small 
Business Committee's attempt to aid him in his 
fight against the Bureau, for its headline on the 
Tests called Dead 


Che first para 


bureau apparently sided whole- 


story was “Government's 
Wrong on Battery Life Saver 
graphs read 

‘A story of how the National Bureau of 
Standards and other Government agencies have 
refused for vears to recognize the merits of an 
important product for prolonging the life of lead 
storage batteries was unfolded by the Senate 
Small Business Committee 

The ¢ ommittee released an exhaustive ré port 
a battery addi 


\D-X2 


written by scientists of the Massachusetts In 


on the merits of the product 
tive known commercially as Battery 
stitute of Technology 

“Among the report's con lusions 

‘A substantial saving in battery costs could 

be achieved by the universal use of Batter 
\D-X2 in batteries 

CR’'s characterization of the M.I.T. report 
was briefly given in last month's editorial and 
sent to every member of the Congress. M.1I.T.’s 
report was not ‘exhaustive’; it did not show that 
a substantial saving in battery costs could be 
achieved by the universal use of Battery A D-X2 


indeed, the report plainly indicated that it did 


not purport to deal with the effect of AD-X2 on 


automobile storage batteries under conditions 
of normal use 

The Wall Street Journal’s story editorialized 
with such phrases as ““To the further dismay of 
Mr. Ritchie and his company, the bureau [Na 
tional Bureau of Standards] has sometimes pri 
\D-X2 is ho good 
“To add to the sorry tale, independent tests of 
\D-X2 were made by the Army Signal Corps, 
Chief of Ordnance, and the Navy's Bureau of 
Ships. All of them flatly stated that their results 
indicate no improvement from use of Battery 
AD-X2.” 


This blunt attack on the Bureau caused a 


vately advised people that 


number of people to sit up and take notice of the 
fact that there was more in this picture than the 
customary high pressure sales claims for a prod- 
uct. It was a challenge to the technical compe- 
tence of the National Bureau of Standards in a 
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held in which it had been functioning for more 


than 25 years with its test work carried on by the 
recognized top scientists in the field 

Newsweek again took up the cudgels for Mr 
Ritchie and indicated that it 
National Bureau of Standards on 
It reported that 
Ritchie decided to plunge He left his 


considers ad the 
‘‘an embarrass 


‘Early this vear 


ne 
1952 


spot 


business and camped in Washington, prepared 


to spend all his time and money to get what he 


AD-X2. With 


the help of a few scientists who had studied his 


considered a fair test of Battery 


product and found it effective, he finally got th 


small-business committee interested in his « 


The M.1.1 


chemt al enyineering prok SSOT 


team, headed by 
Harold C. Weber 
James A. Beattie, 
(;seorge P. Wads 
ind coordinated by the president ol the 
Institute, Dr. James R. Killian, found that Bat 
tery AD-X2 was effective and could be added to 


industrial lead-a id stor ive 


research 
physical chemistry professor 
ind mathematics 


prot SSOT 


worth 


automobile and 
batteries to increase their life 


‘In addition to the \l | | 


committee released a summary of the 


‘ mphasis ours 


report, the Senate 
situation 

Laidlet 
\merica rhis 
NBS se ists of haphazard 


prepared bi chem str’ protessor Keith ] 


of the Catholic University of 


AnalVSIs used the 


experimental procedures an 


| interpreta 


tion of the results 

Last month we re ported our early difficulties 
n obtaining the basic documents that provided 
the basis for the Small Business Committee's 
attack on the Bureau 


was issued with no hearings, 


Che Committee's release 
no testimony and 
when CR’s representatives, with the aid of 


helpful members of Congress, finally arranged 


to pay a visit to the Committee's headquarters, 
only the M | | 


have previously noted, this report did not sub 


report was available \s we 


stantiate the product's advertising claims, did 
not contradict the National Bureau of Standards 
test findings, and did not even purport to show 
etlects, otherwise, of AD-X2 on 


automobile storage batteries under conditions of 


favorable or 


wlual use 

In the Bureau ol 
Standards detailed 
tests of battery additive A D-X2 in response to a 


National 


results of 


meantime, the 
presented the 


request from the Post Office Department in con 
order proceedings rhe 

February 24, 
immediately suspended, at the request of Secre 
tary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks. The Bureau 
of Standards, in connection with its study for 
the Post Office Senate 
Small Business Committee, detailed 


nection with fraud 


fraud order issued on 1953. was 


Department and the 
issued a 


summary of its findings entitled “Statement on 
Battery Additives.” 

Che only journal that we know of that found 
this study newsworthy was Chemical and Engi 
which in ssue of February 23, 


National 


whi h 


neering News, 
1953, ran a summary <¢ the Bureau 
of Standards 
evaluation of the M.1.1 


point by 


statement vave a caretul 
report, answering it 


that the M.1 | re 


with the 


pomt and noting 
sults were not necessarily in conflict 
Bureau's findings \pparently it was not con 
sidered ol interest to readers of Newsweek and 
The \\ ill Street Journal to learn that the Bureau 
of Standards had issued a study on a particular 
product by brand name i most unusual devia 


tion from the Bureau's custom that showed 


beneficial action 
On March 
an inspired story by Edwin L. Dale, |1 
New York Herald Tribune that 
hinted dark!y of investigations backed by Secre 
tary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks and 
Arthur | Summerheld 


might uncover a major scandal in t 


the product to be W“ thout in 


on norm il storavt hatte ry operation 


8. 1953 


apy ared i the 


i mi 


master (General that 


Bureau of 


Standards and other government testing agencies 


Involved if said were products such as 


sparkplugs photograph develop 


ment compounds which 


had bee n 


“Some ol the re ad products 


Dale wrote hopefully 
if the inventors 


claims are true romise sensational results 


Phe AD-X2 cas 


was typical ol the 


| 
} 
according to this news story, 
manner in which “good” 


products were being treated by government 
bureaucrats 

So little heed did Secretary of Commerc: 
Sinclair Weeks give to the Bureau 
of Standards on AD-X2 that, in a press stat 
March 31, 1953, he 


was going to withdraw all Bureau of Standards’ 


studies of the 


ment dated announced he 


circulars dealing with battery additives until 


suc h time as new tests could by completed to 
test AD-X2 in every conceivable wav. on the 
“that the National Stand 


ards has not been sufficient! 


ground Bureau of 
because 
market 


cannot 


objective 
they discount entirely the play of the 
place r He also pointed out “I 
bring myself to believe that the people making 
AD X2 have the intent to defraud 


out intent, | do not see how there can be fraud.” 


and with 


Aside from his lack of knowledge of the Bureau 
tests on AD-X2, Mr 


Weeks might at least have submitted his press 


of Standards’ extensive 


statement to legal advisers employed at tax- 


payers’ expense in his department who could 
lave intormet mm la 1? Was On GOUDTIU eva 
| { 1} that | loubtful | | 
grounds in his discussion of misrepresented prod 


ucts. That aspect, however, is a matter for the 
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legal profession to deal with, and they doubtless 
will discuss it in their journals 

In his eagerness to protect the little business- 
man against overzealous bureaucrats, Mr. Weeks 
“accepted” the resignation of Dr. Allen V. Astin 
as Director of the National Bureau of Standards 
because the Bureau's handling of the battery 
additive had not been “sufficiently objective.”’ 
In the storm of protest that arose over the ac- 
tion, some very interesting revelations came to 
light through the able work of reporters on sev- 
eral Washington newspapers 

In an early interview after Dr. Astin’s resigna 


less M 


was photographed saying 


tion was made public, Ritchie, manu- 


AD-X2, 


that his victory over the Bureau of Standards 


facturer of 


was “a very good thing.” 

Phe U.S. Department of Commerce, through 
an official referred to as “the department's top 
press agent,”’ gave out a list of names of persons 
who were alleged to have tried out AD-X2 and 
When the reporter tried to 
run down the names on the list, he could report 


found it valuable 


only that two members of the staff of the Senate 
Small 
free samples were willing to say that it 


received 


Business Committee who had 


helped their auto batteries 

One newspaper brought out the fact that Dr 
Keith ] 
for the Small Business Committee had been em 


Laidler who prepared the press release 


ployed as a consultant by Mr. Ritchie for which 
he had received something like $1337 and had 
become scientific consultant to the Senate Small 
Business Committee without compensation. In 
deed, he was reported to have prepared a 9-page 
report in the spring of 1952 for Mr. Ritchie, 
copyrighted by Pioneers, Inc., that glowingly 
paid tribute to the product. One member of th 
Senate Small Business Committee's professional 
staff, however, explained that Dr. Laidler re 
funded the money received from Pioneers, Inx 
“in order that his objectivity as a Senate com 
mittee consultant could not be questioned "In 
a later newspaper interview, Mr. Ritchie claimed 
Laidler 
and that Laidler had been paid an additional 


$340. 

It also turned out that Jess M 
self-made man with a sixth-grade education and 
“"¢ ollege 
his institution of learn 


that the money had been returned to Dr 


Ritchie was a 


a “doctorate in psychology” from the 


of Universal Truth.” 
ing was discussed in an article in Collier's Maga 


zine some time ago as located in a dingily- 


furnished three-room office in Chicago, from 


which one of the authors of the article, Sidney | 
Robbins, had bought himself a “Doctorate of 
Psychology in Metaphysics” for $110, four days 
alter entering negotiations 

The uproar occasioned by Secretary Weeks’ 
desire to do right by a little businessman at the 
expense ol the integrity of scientific testing and 
service to the consumer-taxpayer rendered by 
the National Bureau of Standards has been so 
overwhelming that the Secretary, to save tace, 
has called in two groups of scientists for investi 
gation and report on the problem he himself 
created at the Bureau! The forced resignation 
of the Director, Dr. A. V. Astin, is to take eftect 
some time after their reports are in. One com 
mittee, under the urmanship of Dr. M. J 
Ke lly, Preside nt ol Bell Telephone | aboratories, 
will evaluate the functions and operations of the 
National Bureau of Standards ‘‘in relation to 
present needs.’ Another committee 
appointed by Dr. Detloyv W. Bronk, President 
of the National Academy of Sciences, will 


appraise the quality of the Bureau's work with 


nation il 


relation to battery additives, including the tests 
made on AD-X2 

In an aye W hen science has rece ived lip service 
from public officials of all ranks, and from writers 
in newspapers, and magazines, and when the 
federal government has gone to great lengths t 


impress the electorate with the contributions 


made by science to national defense and to the 


improvement of the American standard of living, 


the support given a salesman for a product that 


might be in a class with a medical placebo is 


inexplicable Reputable weekly news journals, 


institution, 


men of some professional standing with good 


a great educational and research 


scientific traiming, elected representatives ol the 
people, as well as appointed officials, have all 
lent themselves to this effort to challenge the 


standing and prestige of the nation’s leading 


physical, chemical, and engineering research in 


Bureau of Standards 


National 
societies are finally 
tangled web the Small 


Weeks have woven 


stitution, the 
Whether 


unravel the 


screntife able to 
Business 
Committee and Secretary 
and to present the many facets of the picture so 
that it can be comprehended by the average 
citizen is a challenge; if it can be done, it wil! 
be an achievement that may require so long in 
the telling that there will be few who can follow 
it through to the ultimate conclusion and mean 
ing. It should be a topic for graduate theses in 
administration 


government and governmental 


lor vears to come 
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HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 

digest of opinion trom a wide range of mo- 
tion picture reviews, including the motion pix 
ture trade press, leading newspapers and maga- 
zines — some 19 different periodicals in all. The 
motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 
represent the judgment of a single person, but 
are based on an analysis of critics’ reviews 


ry ‘ 


The sources of the reviews are 


( me 


I t Re ‘ Mot P 


Che figures preceding the title of the picture 


indicate the number of critics who have been 
judged to rate the film A (recommended), B 
intermediate), or C (not recommended) on its 
entertainment values 

Audience suitability is indicated by 
idults, “Y"’ for young people (14-18), and 
for children, at the end of each line 

Descript ve abbreviations are as follows 


rile 


my 


Abbott and Costello Go to Mars 

Abbott and Costello Meet 
Captain Kidd 

Above and Beyond 

Against All Flags 

Alaskan Eskimo, The d 

All Ashore miu 

Ambush at Tomahawk Gap 

Androcles and the Lion 

Angel Face 

Angel Street (British 

April in Paris 

Army Bound 


Babes in Bagdad 

Bad and the Beautiful, The 

Bandits of Corsica, The 

Battle Circus 

Battles of Chief Pontiac 

Bear Country 

Berliner, The 

Big Break, The 

Big Frame, The cri-m: 
Blackbeard, the Pirate dt 
Bloodhounds of Broadway mus-com 
Blue Canadian Rockies we 
Blue Gardenia, The cri-mel 
Brave Don't Cry, The (British l 


De wawea 


Breaking Through the Sound 
Barrier (British 

Bright Road 

Bwana Devil 

By the Light of the 
Silvery Moon 


‘airo Road (British 

fall Me Madam mite 

‘astle in the Air (British 

lattle Town 

ity Beneath the Sea 

iff of Sin, The (Italian 

town, The 

lode Two 

tome Back, Little Sheba 

confidentially Connie 

yount the Hours 

ry of the Hunted 

supboard Was Bare, The 
French 

turtain Up (British 


Ce De Be ee ae ee ee a 


Desert Legion 

Desperate Search 

Destination Gobi va 

Down Among the Sheltering 
Palms mi ta 

Dream Wife 


Egypt by Three (Egyptian 


Face to Face 

Fast Company 

Fear and Desire 

5,000 Fingers of Dr. T, The 
Flat Top 

Forbidden Games (French 
Fort Vengeance 


Gambler and the Lady 

British 
Girl Who Had Everything, The 
Girls in the Night 
Girls of Pleasure Island, The 
Glass Wall, The 
Glory at Sea 
Gold Town Ghost Riders 
Gunsmoke 


Hangman’'s Knot esc A 
Hans Christian Anderson. mu 1¥¢ 
Hell is Sold Out dr A 
Hiawatha t-d 1¥¢ 
Hitch Hiker, The ri-mel A 
Hoaxters, The propaganda-doc AYC 
Homesteaders, The wes-ec AY( 
House of Wax, The cri-mel-c A 


I Believe in You (British) mel A 
I Confess mys-mel A 
I Don't Care Girl, The mus-com-c A 
I Love Melvin mus-com-c AYC 
I'll Get You (British) mys-mel AY 
Importance of Being Earnest, The 

British com-c A 
Invaders from Mars ci-c AY 
Invasion, U.S.A. war-dr A 
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It Grows on Trees 


It Happens Every Thursday 
Jack McCall, Desperado 


Jalopy 

Jamaica Run 

Jazz Singer, The 
Jeopardy 

Julius Caesar 

Jungle Girl 

Justice is Done (French 


NmwwvuinnnN ww 


fan AYC 
com A 


Wes-¢ A 

com AYC 

adv-c A 
mt.s-lnog-c AY¢ 
mel A 

dr AYC 

adt 1V¢ 

1 


crt-dr 


Kansas City Confidential 


Kansas Pacific 


Lady Wants Mink, The 

Last of the Comanches 

Law and Order 

Lawless Breed, The 

Leonardo da Vinci 

Life Begins Tomorrow 

Life of Donizetti, The 
(Italian) 

Lili 


mm UNO Ww 


a, 


French) 


miu 
miu 


Little World of Don Camillo, The 


(French) 
Lone Hand, The 
Luxury Girls (Italian) 


Ma and Pa Kettle on Vacation 
Magic Sword, The ( Yugoslav) 
Magnetic Monster, The 


Man Behind the Gun, 
The 

Man in the Dark 

Man on a Tightrope 


Man with the Grey Glove, The 


(Italian) 
Marika (Viennese) 
Marshal of Cedar Rock 
Maverick, The 
Meet Me at the Fair 


Member of the Wedding, The 
Million Dollar Mermaid 


dr 
mus-com A 
oes 1y¢ 
We» 1¥¢ 
1vC 
dr A 
1vC 


miu 


Mmus-COM-<« 


htog-« 


Mississippi Gambler, The 


Monsoon 
Montana Belle 
Montana Incident 
Moulin Rouge 
Mr. Walkie-Talkie 


Murder Will Out (British) 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


(Continued from page 4) 


the housewife refuses to buy and now owns something like 130 million 
pounds, enough to supply the whole United States for five months at last 
year’s rate of consumption. Even after unloading some of the butter in the 
school lunch program, the federal government will have a surplus that it 
does not know what to do with Truly a Humpty-Dumpty state of economics 
prevails in our national farm policies! 

> > * 


FROZEN FOODS in wide variety are becoming increasingly popular Fur- 
thermore, they are often a bargain The Wall Street Journal reported in 
March, for example, that frozen orange juice has been selling in certain 
large cities at two 6-oz. cans for 25 cents, compared with 17 cents a can 
charged last fall, 24 cents in 195] Frozen peas were selling for less 
than the canned variety in some sections, with frozen broccoli and cauli- 
flower used as loss leaders in some stores Stiff competition among new 
firms getting into the frozen food business is given credit for the record 
low price levels on frozen fruits and vegetables Although some sections 
of the trade complain bitterly of "slam—bang competition," the American 
consumer can be well pleased at the prospect that this price situation 
expected to continue for some time to come. 

> > > 

TOOTHPASTE AND TOOTH POWDER containing "dichlorophene" has been found 
to cause severe allergic irritation. In a report to the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, Dr. A. A. Fisher and Dr. Louis Tobin of Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., outline the details of nine cases that they have studied in 
which the patients were sensitive to this compound (also known as G-4, 
dihydroxydichlorodiphenylmethane) which was contained in a popular ammoni- 





Subscribers write: 
| would be lost without CR Bulle- 


tin as | refer to it constantly and 
find it invaluable when undecided 
as to just what particular brand of 
merchandise to purchase 
Secretary, Chicago, Ili 


Let CR Bulletin help you decide 
when you make a big purchase. 


Modern household appliances are complex devices these days. 
To be able to evaluate them effectively, the prospective pur- 


My husband and | certainly enjoy 
CR Bulletin ‘OF the Editor's 
Chest” and “The Consumers’ Ob- 
servation Post"’ are especially in 
teresting since they cover a wide 
variety of subjects and we aren't 
always in the market to buy some- 
thing 

Homemaker, Medway, Ohio 


Consumers’ Research means a great 
deal to my daughter and her bus- 
band. They have established a 
new home and their purchases are 
based on your reports as are their 
selection of movies 


Homemaker, Roswell, N.M 


Please commence my subscription 
with the earliest current issue. | 
occasionally read your magazine 
at the Public Library, but am con- 
vinced that | want the publication 
for reference at all times. Your one 
article on frozen foods and freezer 
combination plans has doubtless 
saved me several times the cost of 
subscribing 

Medical Specialist, Waukegan, Ill 


chaser needs to be a combination electrical and mechanical en- 
gineer, at the very least. But why bother? Let Consumers’ Re- 
search serve as your technical consultant. We can provide you 
with competent, scientific yet easily-understandable information 
on a wide variety of the products that consumers buy and use 


every day, from toilet soap to automobiles. 


CR's ratings of products are set forth in clear and simple fashion 
by brand name as A. Recommended, B. Intermediate, or C. Not 
Recommended. Subscribers often tell us that they save the price 
of a year's subscription on a single purchase. Furthermore, once 
a year there is the big, 220-page Consumers’ Research Annual 
which summarizes a wide range of previous findings in one handy 


volume, fully indexed for ready reference as a shopping quide. 


Let Consumers’ Research provide you with a practical handbook 
of buying. The price of a year's subscription is surprisingly low. 
For subscription rates and a convenient order form, turn page. 
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ated toothpaste (brand name not given) Reactions included dryness and 
scaliness of the lips, red and swollen tongue, and inflammation of the 
mouth. The difficulties cleared up when the patients discontinued use of 
the particular toothpaste involved. 

_ * * 

PURE WHITE SOAP is now on its way out, and good riddance, is the way 
an English trade journal feels about it. Originally the idea was to sug- 
gest purity by the whiteness, comments Soap & Sanitary Chemicals. Now, it 
appears, white soap cannot be perfumed with many of the new odors, and the 
manufacturers are sorry they thought of the white-soap idea in the first 
place. The soap journal mentions approvingly the French soaps of yester- 
year which sold at fabulous prices in tan, pink, blue, but never white. 
The new development in soap, however, is not color, but the addition of a 
new antiseptic. Dial soap has been on the market for several years with 
the bacteriostat hexachlorophene (trade name, G-ll) that is known to have 
some value as a body deodorant. Now another new chemical with similar 
properties is being marketed. Called Actamer, it is reported to be used in 
Fresh soap, Marvelous Shampoo, and Dainty soap. Neither G-ll or Actamer 


can be used in a pure white soap, according to Chemical Week. 
o * * 


LOG CABINS built for summer homes and recreation purposes in the woods 
need special care to prevent decay from setting in at an early date. Some 
excellent advice on simple precautions to take will be found in the panm- 
phlet Making Log Cabins Endure, No. R982, put out by Forest Products Labo- 
ratory, U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Forest Products Laboratory, Madison 5, 
Wis. How to lay the foundation properly to prevent early rotting, prac- 
tical methods of chinking, what interior and exterior finishes to use are 
all discussed in practical fashion. The Laboratory has found that the 
sealer type of finish is preferable to the type that merely forms a con- 
tinuous film on the surface of the wood, for such sealers are designed to 
penetrate slightly into the wood and to seal it near the surface. In 
applying them, the best method is to remove all excess sealer by wiping 
before it gets too tacky. Two coats using the wiping method each time are 
considered more effective than one, and the pigmented sealers have been 
found to be slightly more durable than the clear or unpigmented sealers 
These comments on finishes for log cabins may also have their application 
to the new varnish finishes on small suburban homes. 
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